MAHONING TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISOR’S MEETING
MINUTES
August 12, 2026
CALL TO ORDER:
Deborah McGowan called the meeting to order at 6:00PM at the Mahoning Township Building
2175 Blakeslee Blvd Dr. West, Lehighton, PA 18235.

PRESENT:

Deborah McGowan, Chair; Carol Etheridge, Supervisor; Mark Schwalm, Supervisor; Matthew
Wentz, Supervisor; Natalie D. Haggerty, Secretary-Treasurer; Marc Fisher, Solicitor; Ryan
Wessner, Zoning Officer and Nevin Frey, Roadmaster

ABSENT:
Ronald Reeser, Vice-Chairman

Appoint Gross McGinley LLP as Municipal Solicitor to provide legal services to the
Mahoning Township Board of Supervisors, mentioning Attorneys Marc Fisher and Jason
Ulrich.

MOTION

Mark Schwalm made a motion to appoint Gross McGinley LLP for legal services for Mahoning
Township Board of Supervisors. Seconded by Carol Etheridge. Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol
Etheridge, yes; Matthew Wentz, yes; and Mark Schwalm, yes 4-0 vote. Motion carried.

Chair Announce to Public and for the Record

If there is anyone who wishes to speak at the public comment section of our meeting, please be
sure to have signed the book. You will be recognized by the Chair and have approximately three
minutes to speak. All comments will be made from the podium.

Announced executive sessions were held on August 10, 2026, and August 12, 2026, for purpose
of Legal Matters

Amend agenda designating of OIC

MOTION

Carol Etheridge made a motion to amend the agenda to designate an OIC. Seconded by Mark
Schwalm. Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, yes; Matthew Wentz, yes; and Mark
Schwalm, yes 4-0 vote. Motion carried.

Add designation of an OIC to our board minutes.

MOTION

Carol Etheridge made a motion to add designation of an OIC to our board minutes. Seconded by
Mark Schwalm. Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, yes; Matthew Wentz, yes; and Mark
Schwalm, yes 4-0 vote. Motion carried.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Bruce Steigerwalt: 102 Manor Lane Lehighton, PA

Requesting consideration of the Board to make repairs on Gilbert Hill Road in the area where the
new guide rail was installed. The road is breaking off on the side of the road; consider widening
and repairing to make it safer.
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Shelly Mertz:1845 Hemlock Drive Lehighton
Theres’s major water run off at 1759 Hemlock Drive. I know it’s a state road, PennDOT told me
to come here. Nevin shared we will look at; but its PennDOT right of way.

Todd Wingert: 220 Mahoning Drive East Lehighton

What type of construction is taking place at Alif Farms? Floors are blocked, were there new
drainage pipes put in and where do they lead too? Plastic around dumpster is it leaking? Causing
smell and massive quantity of flies.

Tom Bilisky: 100 Mahoning Drive East Lehighton
I live next to Alif Farms the smell and flies are horrendous.

Holly Heintzelman, 170 Mahoning Drive East Lehighton:

Violation notice issued back in May and then finally posted in June; we are beyond 30-day time
period; can you provide the status of that notice? Ryan advised we just hired a solicitor.

The issue of smell I don’t disagree. On Tuesday morning there was almost no smell when the
Federal Food Safety Inspection Services and I’'m not implying anything by why they were there.
However; as soon as they left the odor came back. So, Alif does have the means to control the
smell. Gross McGinley has represented Alif the past. The Board is aware. It won’t be an issue
because we won’t handle the matter, we broached the issue. Theres a conflict and we are aware
of it.

Noah Bryfogle: 537 Lehigh Avenue Palmerton PA

Automated License Plate Readers are privacy violating cameras that track your car’s location and
upload to a centralized database that can be accessed by local police and potentially any agency
in the nation. Mahoning Township pays FLOCK safety for six ALPR to monitor citizens. Right
to Know requests have been sent to the township regarding its ALPR’s and its relationship to
FLOCK safety and their response has been mostly denials for what he believes are illegitimate
reasons. Create an open records policy and reconsider its contract with FLOCK Safety.

Mason Manweiller: 331 South 4" Street Palmerton PA
Present on behalf of Noah Bryfogle’s stance against the FLOCK cameras that are flooding the
nation. Violates the Fourth Amendment.

Jeremy (no last name and address given) Does not want to provide, fourth amendment says I
don’t have to. Solicitor Fisher asked if he was a resident or a taxpayer of Mahoning Township
and it’s the Boards discretion if he can speak. Provided the opportunity.

The supreme court recently ruled that data collected by license plate readers can be considered
not fourth amendment. We don’t know enough about license plate readers and where the data is
going and what it is being used for. What are we using the data for? How many criminals have
you caught with the data?
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
MOTION
Carol Etheridge made a motion to approve the Minutes of the June 10, 2026, Board of
Supervisors Meeting. Seconded by Mark Schwalm. Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge,
yes; Matthew Wentz, yes; and Mark Schwalm, yes 4-0 vote. Motion carried.

APPROVAL OF TRANSFERS:
MOTION
Mark Schwalm made a motion to approve the following transfers:
$17,750.01Payroll Checking to General Checking 6/11/26
$45,353.52 Payroll Checking to General Checking 6/18/26
$16,888.98 Payroll Checking to General Checking 6/25/26
$16,609.37 Payroll Checking to General Checking 7/02/26
$17,518.33 Payroll Checking to General Checking 7/09/26
$19,387.47 Payroll Checking to General Checking 7/16/26
$17,012.24 Payroll Checking to General Checking 7/23/26
$16,428.54 Payroll Checking to General Checking 7/30/26
$18,085.96 Payroll Checking to General Checking 8/07/26
$1,075.94 Residential Street Light to General Checking July and August
$1,190.40 Residential Fire Hydrant to General Checking July and
Seconded by Carol Etheridge. Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, yes; Matthew Wentz,
yes; and Mark Schwalm, yes 4-0 vote. Motion carried.

APPROVAL OF TREASURER REPORT:

MOTION

Mark Schwalm made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report for June 2026. Seconded by
Carol Etheridge. Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, yes; Matthew Wentz, yes and Mark
Schwalm, yes 4-0 vote. Motion carried.

MOTION

Carol Etheridge made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report for July 2026. Seconded by
Mark Schwalm. Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, yes; Matthew Wentz, yes and Mark
Schwalm, yes 4-0 vote. Motion carried.

APPROVAL OF PAYMENT OF BILLS AND PAYROLLS:
MOTION
Mark Schwalm made a motion to approve the following bills and payrolls:
Bill List #548 in the amount of $191,984.59

General Checks #25783-#25811

State Checks #1924-#1925

Building and Land Checks #1137-#1139

Subdivision Land Development Checks #1653-#1654

FCFCU Check #1002
Seconded by Carol Etheridge. Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, yes; Matthew Wentz,
yes and Mark Schwalm, yes 4-0 vote. Motion carried.
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MOTION
Carol Etheridge made a motion to approve the following bills and payrolls:
Bill List #549 in the amount of $ $399,602.44

General Checks #25812-#25859

State Checks #1926-#1936

Building and Land Checks #1140

Subdivision Land Development Checks #1655

Road Machinery Fund Check #1070-#1072
Deborah McGowan questioned the Fritz Auto invoice. Seconded by Mark Schwalm. Deborah
McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, yes; Matthew Wentz, yes and Mark Schwalm, yes 4-0 vote.
Motion carried.

IX. APPROVAL OF REPORTS

Carol Etheridge made a motion to accept and place on file the following reports:
Mahoning Township Zoning and Building Report June and July 2026

Mahoning Township Road Department Reports May 31, 2026-July 25, 2026

Mahoning Township Municipal Authority Minutes for May 20, 2026, and June 17, 2026
Mahoning Township Police Department Fuel Report June and July 2026

Mahoning Township Ambulance Director Report June and July 2026

Mahoning Township Equipment and Fuel Log June and July 2026

Mahoning Township SEO Report April 17, 2026- July 23, 2026

Seconded by Mark Schwalm. Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, yes; Matthew Wentz,
yes and Mark Schwalm, yes 4-0 vote. Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS:
Cooperation Agreement between Carbon County and Mahoning Township for FY 2025 CDBG

Administration

MOTION

Carol Etheridge made a motion to authorize Deborah McGowan to sign the Cooperation
Agreement between Carbon County and Mahoning Township for FY 2025 CDBG
Administration. Seconded by Mark Schwalm. Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, yes;
Matthew Wentz, yes and Mark Schwalm, yes 4-0 vote. Motion carried.

2026 CDBG General Application

Carol Etheridge made a motion to authorize Deborah McGowan to sign the 2026 CDBG General
Application. Seconded by Mark Schwalm. Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, yes;
Matthew Wentz, yes and Mark Schwalm, yes 4-0 vote. Motion carried.

Resolution 2026-#19
Motion to adopt Resolution 2026-#19 approving the Community Development Plan and
Activities Submitted for inclusion in the CDBG application FY2026

MOTION
Carol Etheridge made a motion to approve Resolution 2026-19 approving the Community

Development Plan and Activities Submitted for inclusion in the CDBG application FY2026

august12,2026minutes



MAHONING TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISOR’S MEETING
MINUTES
August 12, 2026
Seconded by Mark Schwalm. Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, yes; Matthew Wentz,
yes and Mark Schwalm, yes 4-0 vote. Motion carried.

Motion to Authorize Treasurer to Close First Commonwealth Federal Credit Union Escrow
Account (JTNB)

MOTION

Mark Schwalm made a motion to authorize Natalie Haggerty, Treasurer, to close FCFCU
Escrow Account. Seconded by Carol Etheridge. Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, yes;
Matthew Wentz, yes and Mark Schwalm, yes 4-0 vote. Motion carried.

Motion to Authorize Solicitor to Advertise to Adopt Zoning Amendments (Solar and
Warehouse)

MOTION

Carol Etheridge made a motion to authorize Marc Fischer, Solicitor, to advertise the adoption of
the Solar and Warehouse zoning amendments. Seconded by Mark Schwalm. Deborah McGowan,
yes; Carol Etheridge, yes; Matthew Wentz, yes and Mark Schwalm, yes 4-0 vote. Motion
carried.

Solar Renewable Energy LLC and Ashtown Road Solar LLC Conditional Use Approval
Solar Renewable Energy LLC and Ashtown Road Solar LLC Land Development Plan
(Extension of time to act on the Final Minor Land Development Plan expires August 12, 2026)

MOTION

Mark Schwalm made a motion to deny the Solar Renewable Energy LLC and Ashtown Road
Solar LLC Land Development Plan and direct the solicitor to send written notice of the denial
that is required by law to the developer. Seconded by Carol Etheridge. Deborah McGowan, yes;
Carol Etheridge, yes; Matthew Wentz, yes and Mark Schwalm, yes 4-0 vote. Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS:

Lehigh Canal Recreation Commission Discussion/Action
Deb shared that me and Carol have attended meetings. Issues with lawsuits and trying to figure

out who owns what, erect no trespassing signs and being able to enforce by a future ordinance.
Looking at possibly adopting a tent ordinance making it illegal to tent and policing the D&L
Trail.

Carol shared that a point considering is a no camping ordinance. There’s issue of no sanitation,
serious health and sanitation issue, issue of affecting businesses, economic impact.

We will have to advertise to have an ordinance workshop. Will add to next agenda. Mayor
Saunders said he would provide a sample. Deb added that the homeless adds a caveat to the
situation.
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CORRESPONDENCE
MOTION
Carol Etheridge made a motion to accept and place on file the correspondence dated August 12,
2026. Seconded by Mark Schwalm. Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, yes; Matthew
Wentz, yes and Mark Schwalm, yes. 4-0 vote. Motion carried.
***CARBON CONSERVATION DISTRICT, BRIANA FULMER CHAPTER 102 TECHNICIAN

RE: NOTICE OF TERMINATION APPROVAL LETTER, SHERRY MINOR SUBDIVISION LOT 1

***CARBON CONSERVATION DISTRICT, BRIANA FULMER, CHAPTER 102 TECHNICIAN

RE: ORIEL HOME PROJECT ADEQUACY REVIEW, TWIN HILL DRIVE — PLAN APPEARS ADEQUATE TO
CONTROL EROSION AND SEDIMENTATION DURING CONSTRUCTION — SEE SPECIAL CONDITIONS
**CARBON CONSERVATION DISTRICT, BRIANA FULMER, CHAPTER 102 TECHNICIAN

RE: N WENTZ HOME PROJECT ADEQUACY REVIEW, MAHONING DRIVE WEST — PLAN APPEARS
ADEQUATE TO CONTROL EROSION AND SEDIMENTATION DURING CONSTRUCTION — SEE SPECIAL
CONDITIONS

***CARBON COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION, IVAN MEIXELL, PLANNER

RE: ZONING AMENDMENTS: DISTRIBUTION/FULFILLMENT CENTERS, TRUCK TERMINALS, WAREHOUSES
AND SOLAR POWER GENERATION REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF AMENDMENTS

**ECKART, MARY KATE THOMAS, EHS & SUSTAINABILITY LEAD

RE: DOWNSTREAM NOTIFICATION; SILBERLINE MFG CO., TAMAQUA FACILITY — PROVIDED INVENTORY
OF SUBSTANCE AND QUANTITY

***ECKART, MARY KATE THOMAS, EHS & SUSTAINABILITY LEAD

RE: DOWNSTREAM NOTIFICATION; SILBERLINE MFG CO., TIDEWOOD FACILITY — PROVIDED INVENTORY
OF SUBSTAND AND QUANTITY

***EAMILY PROMISE OF CARBON COUNTY, CATHY N LAMM, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

RE: THANK YOU FOR DONATION

**HOLLY HEINTZELMAN, ATTORNEY AT LAW

RE: REQUEST TO BE INFORMED ON ANY REVISIONS REGARDING HOLDING TANKS

***HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DOYLE HEFFLEY, PA STATE REPRESENTATIVE, 122"° LEGISLATIVE
DISTRICT

RE: EXPLANATION OF THE 911, $1.95, USER FEE, ACT 34 OF 2023

***pSATS, DAVID SANKO, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

RE: NETWORKING AND TRAINING, BOARD CHAIRS RETREAT, INVITE, AUG 06-07, 2026, AT STATE
COLLEGE

**PA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, LTAP EXECUTIVE SUMMARY, MARCH 29 2025-MARCH 28
2026

***PA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, QUARTERLY REVIEW, SUMMARY 2026

***PENNDOT LTAP TECHNICAL INFORMATION SHEET #233, SPRING/2025

***PENNDOT LTAP TECHNICAL INFORMATION SHEET #242, SUMMER/2026

***pA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, ROBERT JEVIN, PROGRAM MANAGER

RE: EXTENTION REQUEST REVIEW & RESPONSE — DEP GRANTS AN EXTENSION OF THE TIMELINE TO
SUBMIT NECESSARY INFORMATION

***SENATE OF PENNSYLVANIA, DAVID ARGALL, STATE SENATOR, 29™ DISTRICT
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RE: THANK YOU LETTER FOR REACHING OUT WITH CONCERNS REGARDING THE 911 EMERGENCY

COMMUNICATIONS SERVICES SURCHARGE.

***RESIDENT COMPLAINT — (UNSIGNED) FORMAL CODE VIOLATION & PUBLIC HEALTH COMPLAINT -
130 JAMESTOWN ST

***RESIDENT COMPLAINT — (UNSIGNED) SAME AS ABOVE, FORMAL CODE VIOLATION & PUBLIC HEALTH
COMPLAINT UPDATED AND PHOTOS INCLUDED, JAMESTOWN ST.

***RESIDENT CONCERN: ANIMALS IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD, WASHINGTON RD. MULTIPLE REPORTS AND
SITINGS OF GOATS AND COWS ON PROPERTIES IN THE AREA.

***ZONING COMPLAINT FORM: MAHONING DRIVE EAST, CONSISTENT HORRIBLE SMELL. NO SPECIFIC
ADDRESS WAS MENTIONED

***ZONING COMPLAINT FORM: SMELL HORRIBLE EVERY DAY, GOATS STORED OVERNIGHT. MAHONING
DRIVE EAST

***ZONING COMPLAINT FORM: HORRIBLE SMELL ALL THE TIME. MAHONING DRIVE EAST

***ZONING COMPLAINT FORM: ANIMAL CRUELTY CONCERNS, STORING OF LIVESTOCK, MAHONING
DRIVE EAST

***ZONING COMPLAINT FORM: OBNOXIOUS DEAD ANIMAL STENCH DAILY, MAHONING DRIVE EAST
***ZONING COMPLAINT FORM: TRASH BURNING, ACCUMULATION OF TIRES, TRASH BUILD UP. N 1°7
STREET.

***ZONING COMPLAINT FORM: HIGH WEEDS, TRASH, SMELL. CENTER STREET

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Road: Look to see if we can add our pt winter to help in Ron Reeser’s absence.
Police: Nothing to add

OFFICIALS:

ADJOURNMENT:

MOTION

Carol Etheridge made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:55PM. Seconded by Mark Schwalm.
Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, yes; Matthew Wentz, yes and Mark Schwalm, yes. 4-0
vote. Motion carried.

Respectfully Submitted,

Natalie D. Haggerty
Secretary-Treasurer
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