
 MAHONING TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING 
 MINUTES 
 June 10, 2026  

June10,2026minutes 

CALL TO ORDER: 

Deborah McGowan called the meeting to order at 6:00PM at the Mahoning Township Building 

2175 Blakeslee Blvd Dr. West, Lehighton, PA 18235. 

 

PRESENT: 

Deborah McGowan, Chair; Ronald Reeser, Vice-Chairman; Carol Etheridge, Supervisor (by 

phone); Mark Schwalm, Supervisor; Matthew Wentz, Supervisor; Thomas Nanovic, Attorney; 

Megan Nanovic, Attorney; Natalie D. Haggerty, Secretary-Treasurer; Ryan Wessner, Zoning 

Officer and  Audie Mertz, Chief of Police 

 

ABSENT: 

Nevin Frey, Roadmaster 

 

Chair Announce to Public and Record 

• If there is anyone who wishes to speak at the public comment section of our meeting, 

please be sure to have signed the book. You will be recognized by the Chair and have 

approximately three minutes to speak. Any further comments during the meeting, you 

will be recognized by the Chair to speak.  All comments will be made from the podium.  

 

2026-1 Ordinance Amending Section 24 of Chapter 112 (Section 112-24 - Handicapped 

Parking)  

MOTION 

Mark Schwalm made a motion to adopt 2026-1 Ordinance Amending Section 24 of Chapter 112 

Section 112-24 - Handicapped Parking.  Seconded by Carol Etheridge.  Deborah McGowan, yes; 

Carol Etheridge, yes; Ronald Reeser, yes; Matthew Wentz, yes and Mark Schwalm, yes 5-0 vote.  

Motion carried.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Todd Wingert, 220 Mahoning Drive East Lehighton: Slaughterhouse questions of storing of 

animals and they are not supposed to be there overnight.  The smell is horrific and spreading all 

times of day and night and lastly the concern of loose animals. Ryan submitted a three part notice 

of violation, and we will go through the due process. NOV for odor abatement plan which the 

township will need to hire a specialist, NOV for storage of animals for the building he stores 

animals, rule of animal husbandry, and acreage and setbacks.  He has until June 27, 2026 then 

will submit to magistrate.   

 

Barry Troutman, 570 Mill Road Lehighton:  Present again with regards to speeding on Mill 

Road.  Housing around here look like dumps.  Provided pictures.  Will drop off addresses at the 

township.   

 

Holly Heintzelman, 170 Mahoning Drive East Lehighton: Asked to address the zoning officer 

with regards to Alif.  She filed a complaint, how do we communicate, how do I know you acted 

on the complaint? When we file a complaint there is no communication back to us.  Just state 

you would like  a return call. Is that ok with the Board?  Deborah shared it would be best if it 

would be in email. Ryan will respond in email. She asked for a copy of the NOV?  Separate 

question that I addressed with Attorney Nanovic, question of municipalities being tax exempt   
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and making an income on leased property.  Does that make it taxable? Holly spoke to the Chief 

Assessor and questioned if we lease the property and make a profit on it, would the township 

lose our exemption.  Tom advised that it’s possible but unlikely but it is addressed in your lease 

saying that the tenant would be responsible for the tax on that parcel.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

MOTION  

Mark Schwalm made a motion to approve the Minutes of the May 13, 2026, Board of 

Supervisors Meeting. Seconded by Matthew Wentz.  Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, 

yes; Ronald Reeser, yes; Matthew Wentz, yes; and Mark Schwalm, yes 5-0 vote.  Motion 

carried.  

 

APPROVAL OF TRANSFERS: 

MOTION  

Ronald Reeser made a motion to approve the following transfers: 

      $23,406.54 Payroll Checking to General Checking 5/14/26 

      $17,050.25 Payroll Checking to General Checking 5/21/26 

      $16,295.56 Payroll Checking to General Checking 5/28/26 

      $19,149.75 Payroll Checking to General Checking 6/4/26 

      $537.97 Residential Street Light to General Checking 

      $595.20 Residential Fire Hydrant to General Checking  

Seconded by Mathew Wentz. Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, yes; Ronald Reeser, yes; 

Matthew Wentz, yes; and Mark Schwalm, yes 5-0 vote.  Motion carried.  

 

APPROVAL OF TREASURER REPORT: 

MOTION 

Ronald Reeser made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report for May 2026. Seconded by 

Mark Schwalm. Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, yes; Ronald Reeser, yes; Matthew 

Wentz, yes and Mark Schwalm, yes 5-0 vote. Motion carried.  

 

APPROVAL OF PAYMENT OF BILLS AND PAYROLLS: 

MOTION 

Ronald Reeser made a motion to approve the following bills and payrolls: 

  Bill List #547 in the amount of $163,334.82 

General Check’s #25757-#25782 

State Check’s #1920-#1923 

Building and Land Check #1136 

Seconded by Mark Schwalm. Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, yes; Ronald Reeser, yes; 

Matthew Wentz, yes and Mark Schwalm, yes 5-0 vote.  Motion carried.  

 

IX. APPROVAL OF REPORTS 

Ronald Reeser made a motion to accept and place on file the following reports:   

Mahoning Township Zoning and Building Report May 2026 (discussion of report) 

Mahoning Township Road Department Reports May 3, 2026-May 30, 2026 

Mahoning Township Road Department Equipment and Fuel Log May 2026 
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Mahoning Township Police Department Fuel Log May 2026 

Mahoning Township Municipal Authority Minutes April 15, 2026 

Mahoning Valley Ambulance Director’s Report May 2026 

Lehigh Canal Recreation Commission Meeting Minutes March 26, 2026  

Seconded by Mathew Wentz. Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, yes; Ronald Reeser, yes; 

Matthew Wentz, yes and Mark Schwalm, yes 5-0 vote.  Motion carried.  

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Schedule Public Hearing Regarding Proposed Amendments to the Zoning Ordinance Addressing 

Distribution/Fulfillment Centers, Truck Terminals, Warehouses and Solar Power Generation 

Ordinance 

MOTION 

Mark Schwalm made a motion to schedule and advertise public hearing  for July 8, 2026 at 

5:30PM.  Seconded by Ronald Reeser.  Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, yes; Ronald 

Reeser, yes; Matthew Wentz, yes and Mark Schwalm, yes 5-0 vote.  Motion carried.  

 

FCFCU Request of Escrow Release  

MOTION 

Ronald Reeser made a motion to approve the First Commonwealth Federal Credit Union release 

of escrow in the amount of $42,647.91 as recommended by Peter Eisenbrown, Township 

Engineer.  Seconded by Carol Etheridge.  Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, yes; Ronald 

Reeser, yes; Matthew Wentz, yes and Mark Schwalm, yes 5-0 vote.  Motion carried. 

 

Police Pension Actuarial Services  

MOTION 

Ronald Reeser made a motion to award police pension actuarial services to Pennsylvania 

Municipalities Pension Trust.  Seconded by Mark Schwalm.  Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol 

Etheridge, yes, Ronald Reeser, yes; Matthew Wentz, yes and Mark Schwalm, yes. 5-0 vote. 

Motion carried. 

 

Ian Farrell, Mahoning Township SEO Holding Tank Ordinance Discussion 

Discussion took place, suggested for Ian to provide some sample holding tank ordinances for 

future zoning workshop discussion.  

 

Lehigh Canal Recreation Commission Discussion/Action: TABLE 

There will be more information after the June meeting.  

 

Advertise to Receive Request for Proposals (RFP) Solicitor  

MOTION 

Ronald Reeser made a motion to advertise to receive proposals for solicitor.  Seconded by Mark 

Schwalm.  Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, yes, Ronald Reeser, yes; Matthew Wentz, 

yes and Mark Schwalm, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried. 

 

Resolution 2026-18 Fee Schedule pertaining to Handicapped Parking 

MOTION 
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Ronald Reeser made a motion to adopt Resolution 2026-18 Fee Schedule pertaining to 

Handicapped Parking.  Seconded by Mark Schwalm.  Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, 

yes, Ronald Reeser, yes; Matthew Wentz, yes and Mark Schwalm, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Handicap Parking Sign Request from Kevin Maehrer, 114 Jamestown (tabled last meeting) 

MOTION 

Ronald Reeser made a motion to approve Handicap Parking Sign Request from Kevin Maehrer, 

114 Jamestown Street Lehighton.  Seconded by Mark Schwalm. Seconded by Mark Schwalm.  

Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, yes, Ronald Reeser, yes; Matthew Wentz, yes and 

Mark Schwalm, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried. 

 

Appointing member to Carbon County Hazard Mitigation Planning Committee 

MOTION 

Ronald Reeser made a motion to appoint Mark Schwalm to Carbon County Hazard Mitigation 

Planning Committee.  Seconded by Matthew Wentz.  Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, 

yes, Ronald Reeser, yes; Matthew Wentz, yes and Mark Schwalm, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried. 

 

Carbon County Council of Governments (tabled last meeting)  

MOTION 

Ronald Reeser made a motion to not to join the COG at this time.  Seconded by Mark Schwalm.  

Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, yes, Ronald Reeser, yes; Matthew Wentz, yes and 

Mark Schwalm, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried. 

 

Mahoning  Valley Fire Co. License Agreement (execute) 

License agreement was executed.  

 

Diaz Land -Subdivide 

Mark Schwalm presented a petition opposing the subdivision of the property, stating it was 

signed by approximately 90% of the neighboring property owners. The petition was accepted 

into the record. 

Deborah McGowan asked about the purpose of the petition. Mark Schwalm responded that the 

surrounding residents do not want the property subdivided for residential homes. 

Ronald Reeser explained that the original concept was to subdivide the property toward Chapel 

Road while retaining enough land for a sewage system.  Mark Schwalm reiterated that residents 

do not want additional homes or commercial stores developed on the property. Matt Wentz 

stated that the Township should preserve the property for future use rather than sell it. 

Ronald Reeser commented that the Township has significant amount of unused portion of this 

building that could eventually be used for a community center or another public purpose. He 

stated he was following the original intent of the Board of Supervisors. 

Deborah returned to Holly's earlier comments regarding generating a profit from the leased 

property. Mark Schwalm referred to comments previously made by Tom concerning the lease  
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agreement and questioned Deb on not taking  Township Solicitor's interpretation. Deborah stated 

she would verify the matter with the Tax Assessor.  Tom explained that the lease provides that if 

real estate taxes are assessed on the property, the responsibility for payment falls to the 

lessee/tenant. Dane Smith asked whether the Township had considered relocating the road 

department  to consolidate Township facilities and assets into one location.  Aaron Fraital asked 

whether the Township has a plan for the property if it is sold. He stated that if the land is no 

longer being farmed, the Township should present a clear plan for its future use. He expressed 

concerns about the Township's record of attracting businesses, noting existing vacant and 

deteriorating commercial properties, as well as concerns regarding speeding, drug activity, and 

homelessness. He stated that the property is currently being used for farming, which he believes 

many residents support. Mark Schwalm responded that future use of the property depends on 

how the Township grows and develops over time.  Pamela Wuest asked how many acres the 

Township planned to sell.  Ron responded that approximately nine acres were being considered.  

Pamela Wuest commented that the acreage could accommodate approximately four homes. She 

expressed concern that continued development would change the character of the community and 

questioned whether the Township is prepared to fund additional EMS, fire, and police services as 

development increases.  Ron responded that while development cannot be stopped entirely, it can 

be slowed and regulated.  Lorraine Dolinsky asked whether surrounding property owners had 

been consulted.  Mark Schwalm replied that many of the neighboring property owners had 

signed the petition. He also referenced the Township's expenditures related to police arbitration.  

Carol stated that the Township is currently in the middle of collective bargaining agreement 

(CBA) negotiations and indicated that she could not elaborate further.  Mark Schwalm requested 

that the Township hold an open public meeting on the matter.  At this point, multiple individuals 

began speaking simultaneously, and the discussion became disorderly.  Jess (last name not 

provided) stated that the Township should prioritize addressing issues involving the fire 

company and ambulance service before pursuing additional projects. Jess also suggested 

considering the installation of solar panels on the property.   The discussion continued with 

multiple participants speaking over one another. 

Mark Schwalm made a motion to have a public workshop and invite the public. Failed for lack of 

second.   

MOTION 

Ronald Reeser made a motion to subdivide approximate nine acres depending on engineer 

review.   Seconded by Carol Etheridge. Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, yes, Ronald 

Reeser, yes; Matthew Wentz, no and Mark Schwalm, no. 3-2 vote. Motion carried. 

Remove with hopes a farmer buys it, he was being sarcastic.  

 

Mark asked where the money is coming from to pay to subdivide.  Deborah shared there is a line 

item in  the budget for that. I brought up about hiring a mechanic but there’s no money for that 

but there’s money to take to a garage.   
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MOTION 

Mark Schwalm made a motion to lease the farmland.  Seconded by Ronald Reeser. Deborah 

McGowan, no; Carol Etheridge, no; Ronald Reeser, yes; Matthew Wentz, yes and Mark 

Schwalm, yes. 3-2 vote. Motion carried. 

MOTION 

Deborah McGowan made a motion to advertise to receive bids to lease the land. Seconded by 

Ronald Reeser. Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, yes; Ronald Reeser, yes; Matthew 

Wentz, yes and Mark Schwalm, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried. 

  

Field Maintenance 

Mark Schwalm shared there were comments that this matter became prolonged and had nothing 

to do with me, but rather with the Board's intentions regarding subdividing and selling the 

property. However, the issue arose because I had the opportunity to farm the land. This matter 

was delayed until the end of the farming season, and I don’t like the lies. There was an email sent 

to the  Township Solicitor and PSATS asking whether it would constitute a conflict of interest if 

I submitted a bid to lease the farm fields. Deb shared that Mark's name was never mentioned in 

the email and that she was simply asking about the legalities, which she had every right to do.  

Nevin previously submitted a bid while he was a Township employee and received criticism for 

doing so. I believe the process was handled improperly from the beginning.   The farm lease in 

question was never publicly advertised or put out for competitive bidding. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

MOTION  

Ronald Reeser made a motion to accept and place on file the correspondence dated June 10, 

2026.  Seconded by Carol Ehteridge.  Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, yes, Ronald 

Reeser, yes; Matthew Wentz, yes and Mark Schwalm, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried. 
***BOROUGH OF LEHIGHTON, RYAN SAUNDERS, MAYOR 

RE: REQUEST FOR FIRE POLICE ASSISTANCE WITH TRAFFIC CONTROL FOR FOLLOWING EVENTS: 

JULY 4 BLOCK PARTY 6P-10P; SEPT 26 PARADE 1PM; OCT 17 (18TH RAIN DATE) HALLOWEEN PARADE  

***NANOVIC LAW OFFICES, THOMAS S NANOVIC 

RE: PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE MAHONING TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE ADDRESSING 

DISTRIBUTION/FULFILLMENT CENTERS, TRUCK TERMINALS, WAREHOUSES, AND SOLAR POWER 

GENERATION, SENT TO PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBERS FOR REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATIONS. 

***NANOVIC LAW OFFICES, THOMAS S NANOVIC 

RE: NOTIFICATION OF NECESSARY CORRECTIONS TO THE PROPOSED DISTRIBUTION/FULFILLMENT 

CENTERS, TRUCK TERMINALS, WAREHOUSES AND SOLAR POWER GENERATION, PER IVAN MEIXSELL.  

***NANOVIC LAW OFFICES, THOMAS S NANOVIC 

RE: FIELD MAINTENANCE – IN REFERENCE TO MOWING PROPERTY ON MAHONING DRIVE EAST 

***NANOVIC LAW OFFICES, THOMAS S NANOVIC 

RE: LEHIGH CANAL RECREATION COMMISSION/JUDGEMENT 

***PSATS – 2026 ADOPTED PSATS RESOLUTIONS 

***PSATS – 2026 PUBLIC WORKS EXP AT KALAHARI – NOV 10-11, 2026 
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***PSATS – PA LOCAL GOVERNMENT BILL OF RIGHTS – ADD YOUR NAME 

***PSATS – NEWS BULLETIN, MAY 2026 

***PSATS – 2026 PSATS LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 

***UNITED VETERANS ORGANIZATION, K.M. “SPIKE” LONG, U.V.O. COMMANDER 

RE: THANK YOU FOR RECENT DONATION AND BROCHURE LISTING EVENTS AS SCHEDULED 

***RESIDENT SUBMISSION OF LETTER OF INTEREST (CHUCKRA) 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Road:  

Shared roller repair. 

Police:  

Nothing to report  

 

OFFICIALS:  

Carol Etheridge thanked Tom for his years of service, it’s been an honor and a privilege. Tom 

said it’s been a pleasure and thanked all.  

 

ADJOURNMENT:  

MOTION 

Ronald Reeser made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:15PM. Seconded by Carol Etheridge.  

Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, yes, Ronald Reeser, yes; Matthew Wentz, yes and 

Mark Schwalm, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Natalie D. Haggerty 

Secretary-Treasurer 


