MAHONING TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING
MINUTES
May 13, 2026
CALL TO ORDER:
Deborah McGowan called the meeting to order at 6:00PM at the Mahoning Township Building
2175 Blakeslee Blvd Dr. West, Lehighton, PA 18235.

PRESENT:

Deborah McGowan, Chair; Carol Etheridge, Supervisor; Mark Schwalm, Supervisor; Megan
Nanovic, Attorney; Natalie D. Haggerty, Secretary-Treasurer and Ryan Wessner, Zoning Officer
Audie Mertz, Chief of Police; Nevin Frey, Roadmaster

ABSENT:
Ronald Reeser, Vice-Chairman; Matthew Wentz, Supervisor and Thomas Nanovic, Solicitor

Chair Announce to Public and Record

e If there is anyone who wishes to speak at the public comment section of our meeting,
please be sure to have signed the book. You will be recognized by the Chair and have
approximately three minutes to speak. Any further comments during the meeting, you
will be recognized by the Chair to speak. All comments will be made from the podium.

e There was an executive session on April 13, 2026, and April 27, 2026, at 4:30pm for
personnel purposes.

e Fredericks Grove Road Solar Appeal Dropped

e Donation Made to the Lehighton Area Memorial Library in the amount of $200.00

e Community Development Block Grant -Westside Road Project will go out for bid in June
(funding amounts FY2023 $79,914, FY2024 $78,867 and FY2025 $78,455 Block Grant
Total $237,236

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Michael Muffley, Hanover Engineering

Mr. Muffley introduced himself retained by Burt Schaefer and BTS Commercial Real Estate. Mr.
Muftley explained that Hanover Engineering was retained to assist with potential land
development plans for the UNISTAR INVESTMENTS LLC property located at the southeast
corner of S.R. 443 and Mall Lane (T-415). Mr. Schaefer has owned the property for several
years and completed a subdivision approval process in 2024. He indicated that discussions have
taken place with Wawa and several fast-food restaurant operators regarding potential
development opportunities on the site. Mr. Muffley explained that one of the primary challenges
associated with the proposed development is the intersection design and access configuration.
PennDOT has provided negative feedback regarding the current proposed approach alignment.
To address these concerns, a traffic study and preliminary signal design were prepared by traffic
engineer Ron Hoffman. Mr. Hoffman is currently evaluating revised alignment options and
coordinating with PennDOT regarding acceptable improvements. Mr. Muffley noted that the
proposed development could provide a significant benefit to the Township by facilitating
upgrades to the intersection infrastructure, improving traffic flow on Mall Lane and within the
Giant Shopping Center area.

Carol Etheridge requested a business card from Mr. Muffley and asked whether the proposed
Wawa development was considered likely to proceed. Mr. Muffley responded that the project’s
would depend largely on whether acceptable traffic improvements and a PennDOT-approved
traffic signal can be achieved. A question was raised regarding whether the proposed Wawa
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location would include alcohol sales. Mr. Muffley stated that he did not know at this time.

Ryan Wessner questioned traffic considerations associated with the project. Mr. Muffley shared
that the current concept includes a full traffic signal and a right-turn-only movement onto Route
443, with the primary site access proposed from Mall Lane in order to direct traffic through the
signalized intersection. He noted that a full traffic signal plan has already been prepared and
reviewed during PennDOT scoping meetings. Mr. Muffley added that PennDOT representative
Brian Boyer expressed concerns regarding the proposed alignment configuration. Hanover
Engineering’s next step will be to continue discussions with PennDOT to determine what
roadway, or intersection improvements may be necessary to move the project forward. Mr.
Muffley concluded by stating that Hanover Engineering was retained in part because of the
firm’s local presence and familiarity with the area.

Holly Heintzelman 170 Mahoning Drive East Lehighton

Holly questioned whether anyone knew if Alif Farms had applied for any permits related to the
festival-style event held at the property the previous year. She stated that the prior event involved
a large number of goats and significant traffic congestion. Holly also noted that this year’s event
is expected to occur from May 27 through May 29, which falls on school days, Wednesday
through Friday. She asked whether the township was aware of the plans and whether any permits
had been submitted, expressing concern that a festival-type event was not consistent with the
approved use of a slaughterhouse.

Ryan responded that he did not believe a permit would be required, noting that the event
appeared to be religious in nature and held on private property. Holly countered that once the
event is publicly advertised on Facebook and members of the public are invited to attend, it
becomes a festival requiring permits. She further stated that such activities are not ancillary to
the operation of a slaughterhouse and believed a special exception permit would be necessary
because the use of the property was effectively being changed.

Ryan stated that he did not believe a special exception permit was required but said he would
look into the matter further.

Mark Schwalm asked Holly how she knew the dates of the event. Holly replied that the holiday
changes each year and that the dates are significant within the religion, referring to it as the
“Feast of Sacrifice.” She clarified that she was not an authority on the religion but understood the
event had to occur on those designated days. Mark then asked whether she had heard the dates
from someone directly.

Deborah McGwoan asked whether there had been advertising for the event prior to last year’s
gathering. Holly responded that the event had been heavily promoted on social media the
previous year.

Carol Etheridge asked Holly to refresh her memory regarding what occurred during last year’s
event. Holly explained that while the property is permitted for slaughter operations, the event
involved inviting people from other states, barbecuing animals selected by attendees, charging
for the animals, selling approximately 176 goats, providing food service, and erecting tents on
the property.

Ryan stated that the event sounded like a short-term religious gathering and noted that the
township does not currently have an event ordinance. He added that, in his opinion, the use of the
property had not changed, as the approved use remained a slaughterhouse. Ryan questioned what
type of permit would even apply under those circumstances.
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Holly reiterated that she believed a special exception permit was necessary.

Pat Seyford 334 Edgemont Ave. Palmerton

Thanked the Board for the opportunity to say a few words. Her understanding is that complaints
were submitted to the township regarding this matter. I would like clarification on whether those
complaints are considered public information. Ryan Wessner, not at this point and is part of an
active code enforcement investigation and therefore exempt from public disclosure until the
matter proceeds further through the legal process. She disagrees with how the situation has been
handled, meaning our residents are not being taken care of and that this outside organization is
receiving preference. Also expressed concern about the broader cultural and community impacts
associated with this operation and Sharia Law in our community.

PA State Police Officers (2): Corporal Sofranko was present to address any issues or concerns
regarding coverage from the Lehighton State Police Station. He reported that the station has
handled 203 emergency calls within the township from January 1 through May 11, 2026. At the
time of the meeting, Mahoning Township had no officers on duty and state police were
specifically assigned to cover the township. He noted that incidents involving Walmart and
Lowe’s are not considered township issues; however, traffic crash incidents remain high. Since
January, approximately 68 to 70 traffic citations have been issued, not including DUI-related
offenses. The department is continuing enforcement efforts as much as staffing allows. Corporal
Sofranko explained that every crash report is forwarded to the Pennsylvania Department of
Transportation for review and recordkeeping. He also stated that 24 calls have been forwarded to
Mahoning Township since January because they did not require an immediate response. Chief
Mertz stated that he had no questions at this time. Deborah McGowan commented that staffing
continues to be a significant concern and noted that advance notice of planned vacations would
help with scheduling coverage in this area. Jeff Frace added that officers often inherit a shift with
forwarded calls and must also cover additional assignments. Corporal Sofranko reiterated that
only 24 calls have been forwarded since January, averaging approximately four calls per week,
and emphasized that the department strives to handle as many calls as possible.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

MOTION

Carol Etheridge made a motion to approve the Minutes of the April 1, 2026, Board of
Supervisors Meeting. Seconded by Mark Schwalm. Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge,
yes and Mark Schwalm, yes 3-0 vote. Motion carried.

APPROVAL OF TRANSFERS:

MOTION

Mark Schwalm made a motion to approve the following transfers:
$17,773.84 Payroll Checking to General Checking 4/2/26
$17,504.05 Payroll Checking to General Checking 4/9/26
$16,326.48 Payroll Checking to General Checking 4/16/26
$17,167.66 Payroll Checking to General Checking 4/23/66
$16,129.50 Payroll Checking to General Checking 4/30/26
$16,754.58 Payroll Checking to General Checking 5/7/26
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$537.97 Residential Street Light to General Checking
$595.20 Residential Fire Hydrant to General Checking
Seconded by Carol Etheridge. Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, yes and Mark
Schwalm, yes 3-0 vote. Motion carried.

APPROVAL OF TREASURER REPORT:

MOTION

Carol Etheridge made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report for April 2026. Seconded by
Mark Schwalm. Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, yes and Mark Schwalm, yes 3-0 vote.
Motion carried.

APPROVAL OF PAYMENT OF BILLS AND PAYROLLS:
Bill List #546 in the amount of $269,369.71
Carol Etheridge made a motion to approve the following bills and payrolls.

General Check’s #25702-#25756

State Check’s #1917-#1919

Building and Land Check #1132-#1135

Walmart Traffic Signal Check #1008

Fire Co. Check #1050
Seconded by Mark Schwalm. Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, yes and Mark Schwalm,
yes 3-0 vote. Motion carried.
Carol Etheridge questioned if we would need everyone’s expense report from PSATS. Office
will need mileage and meal expenses. The township paid for our registration. I will need
expensed by June Bill List.

IX. APPROVAL OF REPORTS

Carol Etheridge made a motion to accept and place on file the following reports:

Mahoning Township Zoning and Building Report April 2026

Mahoning Township Road Department Reports March 29, 2026-May 2, 2026

Mahoning Township Road Department Equipment and Fuel Log April 2026

Mahoning Township Police Department Fuel Log April 2026

Mahoning Township SEO Activity Report March 9, 2026- April 13, 2026

Mahoning Township SEO Alternate Activity Report March 1, 2026- May 4, 2026

Mahoning Township 2025 Municipal Audit and Financial Report

Mahoning Township Uniform and Non-Uniform Pension State Compliance Audits- May 2026
Mahoning Township Zoning Hearing Board Minutes April 7, 2026, and May 5, 2026
Mahoning Valley Ambulance Director Report March and April 2026

Seconded by Mark Schwalm. Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, yes and Mark Schwalm,
yes 3-0 vote. Motion carried.

Discussion with regards to reports:

e 217-219 Ashtown Drive
MOTION
Carol Etheridge made a motion to deny 90-day extension as requested. Seconded by Deborah
McGowan, Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, yes and Mark Schwalm, yes 3-0 vote.
Motion carried.
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e Blakeslee Blvd Auction investigating to find owners. I’'m digging.

e Springdale write a letter blighted

e Ashtown Drive denied application the sign is too big. Notified the end of May to remove
sign or apply for a variance.

e 560 Country Club Road. Need Nanovic’s office to write the civil complaint for a zoning
issues. It’s a use without a zoning permit. I can take to magistrate I just don’t draft them.

e (Center Street-junk trailer was removed from report needs to be readded, belongs to Acorn
LLC

Carol Etheridge made a clarification when we received a complaint regarding zoning issues we
need name and address. If Ryan points out if it goes to court if I can’t see from the street or road
right away. It needs to come from a resident. I don’t tell anyone who the report is from.

NEW BUSINESS:

Mahoning Township Per Capita Exonerations as reported May 31, 2026

MOTION

Carol Etheridge made a motion to accept and place on file Mahoning Township Per Capita
Exonerations as reported May 31, 2026, by our tax collector. Seconded by Mark Schwalm
Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, yes and Mark Schwalm, yes 3-0 vote. Motion carried.

Appointing member and alternate to Carbon County Hazard Mitigation Planning Committee
Update Hazard Mitigation Plan, put out invitation to municipalities to participate. TABLE

Carbon County Council of Governments (rejoin or not; if so appoint member) Warrants a
discussion to see if anything has changed. TABLE for now

CDBG: Authorization for Peter Eisenbrown, Township Engineer, to prepare the specs for
Westside Road Project.

MOTION

Carol Etheridge made a motion to authorize Peter Eisenbrown, Township Engineer to prepare the
specs for Westside Road Project. Seconded by Mark Schwalm. Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol
Etheridge, yes and Mark Schwalm, yes 3-0 vote. Motion carried.

Bid for fuels from Suburban Propane. Delivered

#1 4500 gals. Low sulfur diesel more or less delivered to township tank as needed $4.2734 $19,230.30
#2 1000 gals #2 Heating fuel more or less delivered to township tank as needed  $4.0058 $ 4,005.80
#3 3000 gals lead free gasoline 87 octane more or less delivered to tank as needed $3.5904 $10,771.20
#4 2000 gals propane more or less delivered to township tank as needed $1.5850 $ 3,170.00
MOTION

Carol Ethridge made motion to accept Suburban Propane bid for fuels. Seconded by Deborah
McGowan. Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, yes and Mark Schwalm, yes 3-0 vote.
Motion carried.

Motion to Authorize Solicitor to forward Solar and Warehouse Ordinance amendments to
Mahoning Township and Carbon County Planning Commissions for review and comment.
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MOTION

Carol Etheridge made a motion to authorize Solicitor to forward Solar and Warehouse Ordinance
amendments to Mahoning Township and Carbon County Planning Commissions for review and
comment. Seconded by Carol Etheridge. Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, yes and
Mark Schwalm, yes 3-0 vote. Motion carried.

Police Pension Proposals (motion to approve)

MOTION

Mark Schwalm made a motion to accept Pennsylvania Municipalities Pension Trust Proposal for
Administration of the Mahoning Township Police Pension services of custodial, investment and
administration. Seconded by Carol Etheridge. Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, yes and
Mark Schwalm, yes 3-0 vote. Motion carried.

Agreement between Mahoning Township and Mahoning Township Police Department Contract
January 1,2026-December 31, 2026 (motion to approve and sign)

MOTION

Carol Etheridge made a motion to approve one year bridge contract Agreement between
Mahoning Township and Mahoning Township Police Department Contract January 1,2026-
December 31, 2026. Seconded by Mark Schwalm. Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge,
yes and Mark Schwalm, yes 3-0 vote. Motion carried.

911 Surcharge Letter of Support
Carbon County Commissioners are Requesting we Send Letter of Support of Increased Funding
to Keep our Call Centers Properly Equipped

MOTION
Carol Etheridge made a motion to send a letter of support to increase fund for services.

Seconded Mark Schwalm. Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, yes and Mark Schwalm,
yes 3-0 vote. Motion carried.

Final Minor Land Development Plan over lands of Melo Enterprises LLC (Ashtown Drive Solar)
Mahoning Township Planning Commission recommend rejecting final minor land development

plan over lands of Melo Enterprises LLC-Ashtown Drive Solar conditioned upon Peter
Eisenbrown review letter of June 12, 2025, unless the Board of Supervisors receive a letter of
extension by May 13, 2026.

MOTION
Carol Etheridge made a motion to approve extension Final Minor Land Development Plan over

lands of Melo Enterprises LLC to August 12, 2026. Seconded by Mark Schwalm. Deborah
McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, yes and Mark Schwalm, yes 3-0 vote. Motion carried.
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OLD BUSINESS:

Grant of Right Away Agreement -PPL (new pole on Chapel Drive and cutting down no trees)
MOTION

Carol Etheridge made a motion to sign PPL Grant of Right Away Agreement. Seconded by
Mark Schwalm. Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, yes and Mark Schwalm, yes 3-0
vote. Motion carried.

Mahoning Township Handicap Parking Ordinance.

MOTION

Carol Etheridge made a motion to accept Mahoning Township Handicap Parking Ordinance as
prepared by Attorney Nanovic and authorize Attorney Nanovic to advertise. Seconded by Mark
Schwalm. Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, yes and Mark Schwalm, yes 3-0 vote.
Motion carried.

Handicap Parking Sign Request from Kevin Maehrer, 114 Jamestown Street TABLE
Note: Roadmaster needs to get out to Jamestown to evaluate.

Mahoning Valley Fire Co. License Agreement (red line agreement prepared Jan. 29, 2026, and
discussed in February)
MOTION

Carol Etheridge made a motion to approve Mahoning Valley Fire Co. License Agreement.
Seconded by Mark Schwalm. Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, yes and Mark
Schwalm, yes 3-0 vote. Motion carried.

Noted: The truck is expected within the next couple weeks, so we need something now to house
truck. Go back to old lease, have Tom clean up.

Farmland Lease

Carol asked if we need to vote on tonight or can we table until we have a full Board. Mark
shared that we had this discussion and it’s time to farm now. So, we need to advertise to get bids
out now.

MOTION

Deborah McGowan made a motion to not lease the farmland behind the Diaz Building.
Seconded by Carol Etheridge. Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, yes and Mark
Schwalm, no 2-1 vote. Motion fails.

The situation is four properties purchased as part of the township purchase. This parcel we are on
is not a conforming use for septic. So, we would need to take some of that farmable land so we
would be conforming. Not full nine acres regardless. The lease was mishandled and not followed
in the past. So, both properties that were farmed will not be farmed. Mark expressed farmland is
going to waste and wasting tax money. The township engineers provided some ideas. Public
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workshops are held and there is only one person from the public that showed. Letting land rest

for a year is not a bad idea.

Diaz Land -Subdivide: Table and schedule a workshop

CORRESPONDENCE

Carol Etheridge made a motion to accept and place on file the correspondence dated May 13,
2026. Seconded by Mark Schwalm. Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, yes and Mark
Schwalm, yes 3-0 vote. Motion carried.

***CARBON CONSERVATION DISTRICT, CHRIS STORM, DISTRICT MANAGER

RE: NOTICE OF TERMINATION APPROVAL LETTER. SR 443 ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS, ALL REGULATORY
REQUIREMENTS HAVE BEEN SATISFIED.

***CARBON CONSERVATION DISTRICT, CHRIS STORM, DISTRICT MANAGER

RE: LIGHTPATH UNITED FEDERAL DATA UG FIBER LINE CONSTRUCTION PROJECT ADEQUACY REVIEW.
***CARBON COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION. 10™ ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION, INVITATION.
***DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, KEVIN WHITE, P.E. PROGRAM MANAGER, MAJOR
PROJECTS PERMITTING DIVISION

RE: NOTICE OF INCOMPLETE APPLICATION PACKAGES. ITEMS MISSING FROM SUBMISSIONS INCLUDED.
***NANOVIC LAW OFFICES, THOMAS NANOVIC

RE: CONDITIONAL USE/SOLAR POWER GENERATION COMMERICAL, BRIEF COPY, FREDERICS GROVE
ROAD SOLAR, LLC — LOGSDON MAILING.

***NANOVIC LAW OFFICES, THOMAS NANOVIC

RE: COPY OF BRIEF SUPPORTING BOARDS DECISION REGARDING THE APPEAL OF FREDERICKS GROVE
ROAD SOLAR. (BRIEF FILED IN FREDERICKS GROVE SOLAR FILE) — BOS COPY

***NANOVIC LAW OFFICES, THOMAS NANOVIC

RE: COPY OF HOLDING TANK AGREEMENT FOR REVIEW AND DISCUSSION.

***NETWORK BUILDING + CONSULTING, EMILY GARLAND, UTILITY PERMIT MANAGER

RE: NOTICE TO INFORM OF INTENT TO SUBMIT A JOINT PERMIT TO DEP; PROPOSED CONDUIT AND
FIBER TO BE INSTALLED, BORED BELOW MAHONING CREEK

***PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, SCOTT CONFER, WATER QUALITY
SPECIALIST, CLEAN WATER PROGRAM

RE: NOTICE OF VIOLATION, SEWAGE, SPRINGDALE GARDENS

***pPL ELECTRIC UTILITIES, LAND ACQUISITIONS TEAM, RK&K REPRESENTING PPL ELECTIC UTILITIES
RE: STORM HARDENING — ASHFIELD PROJECT, 108-36-B22.05. NOTIFICATION OF FUTURE WORK AT
LOCATION LISTED.

***pPL ELECTRIC UTILITIES, LAND ACQUISITIONS TEAM, RK&K REPRESENTING PPL ELECTIC UTILITIES
RE: STORM HARDENING — ASHFIELD PROJECT, 71-37-B36. NOTIFICATION OF FUTURE WORK AT
LOCATION LISTED.

***TONY PIERUCCI EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR DELAWARE & LEHIGH NATIONAL HERITAGE CORRIDOR, INC
RE: MAHONING TOWNSHIP UNHOUSED
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COMMITTEE REPORTS

Road: Got our roller back. Can use another guy part time until our summer help comes in due to
vacation time on the books and the intersection on Gilbert Hill Road and Rte. 443. Was told to
get ahold of Chief Mertz when you are ready and perhaps the police can help. Ron Wenrich is
on the call least.

Police: LSA Grant as previously discussed in the amount of $25,454 and the cost of the
equipment is $34,068. Received a quote to spread out over the next couple years. The
committee and the board are ok to spread out over the next couple of years and move forward
with purchase and don’t schedule the installation until we have the policy approved by the
officers.

MOTION
Deborah McGowan made a motion to accept the LSA Grant as specified by Natalie. Seconded

by Mark Schwalm. Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, yes and Mark Schwalm, yes 3-0
vote. Motion carried.

OFFICIALS: No comments

ADJOURNMENT:

MOTION

Carol Etheridge made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:38 PM. Seconded by Mark Schwalm.
Deborah McGowan, yes; Carol Etheridge, yes and Mark Schwalm, yes. 3-0 vote. Motion carried.

Respectfully Submitted,

Natalie D. Haggerty
Secretary-Treasurer
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