
MAHONING TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISOR’S WORKSHOP

June 10, 2010


CALL TO ORDER:

John Wieczorek called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at the Mahoning Township Building, 2685 Mahoning Drive East, Lehighton, PA 18235

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

John Wieczorek led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
ROLL CALL:

PRESENT:

John Wieczorek, Chairman; Travis Steigerwalt, Vice-Chairman; George Stawnyczyj, Supervisor; Franklin Ruch, Supervisor, Linda Benner, Supervisor; Thomas Nanovic, Solicitor and Natalie D. Haggerty, Secretary-Treasurer
QUESTIONS ON OR ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA:

None
PUBLIC COMMENT:

John “Jack” Finnegan resident of 706 Twin Crest Drive offered a presentation of outdoor wood fired boilers/furnaces.  He shared pictures of damage to his home created by a outdoor wood fired boiler being used by a neighbor.  Provided several hand outs, sharing with the board harmful affects caused by such furnaces.  The smoke contains particulate matter and exposure to such can increase health problems.  They are so dangerous because the inherent design, chimney height and the capacity is equivalent to twelve wood stoves; which is twelve times more polluting than a certified stove. The stack on the furnace must be higher than the roof line and setbacks have to set at least at 500 feet from neighboring properties.  What can local government do?  They can adopt an ordinance that can ban such furnaces.  Gave options for already established furnaces; establish a burn season, set backs and stack height requirements.  
OUTDOOR WOOD FIRED BURNER/FURNACE

MOTION

Travis Steigerwalt made a motion to ban outdoor wood fired furnace.  Failed for lack of second.  

MOTION

Linda Benner made a motion to ban outdoor wood fired furnaces.  Seconded by George Stawnyczyj.  John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Linda Benner, yes and Franklin Ruch, no. 4-1 vote. Motion carried.
MOTION
John Wieczorek made a motion for existing outdoor wood fired furnaces usage be from November 1 to April 30 and to add terminology of verifiable nuisance.  Seconded by Travis Steigerwalt.  John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Linda Benner, yes and Franklin Ruch, no. 4-1 vote. Motion carried.
WIND TURBINES

MOTION

Linda Benner made a motion to make change to drafted ordinance stating it must be 100 ft, surface to top of blade.  Seconded by Franklin Ruch.  John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, no; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Linda Benner, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes. 4-1 vote. Motion carried.
MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to adopt drafted wind turbines ordinance with the changes of wind turbines shall not be climbable up to 15’ above ground surface and letter (T) of the drafted ordinance change to his/her.  Seconded by George Stawnyczyj.  John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Linda Benner, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried.
PRD (Planned Residential Development Ordinance)

MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to eliminate the PRD (Planned Residential Development Ordinance and in the future if we would choose, we will come back to write a new ordinance.  Seconded by Travis Steigerwalt.  John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, no Linda Benner, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes. 4-1 vote. Motion carried.
REQUEST FROM PLANNING COMMISSION FOR TIM EDINGER TO BE PRESENT AT JUNE 15, 2010 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

MOTION

Franklin Ruch made a motion to approve the request of the Planning Commission for Tim Edinger to be present at their June 15, 2010 meeting.  Seconded by Travis Steigerwalt.  John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes Linda Benner, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried.
ADJOURNMENT:
MOTION

Franklin Ruch made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:25 PM.  Seconded by John Wieczorek. John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Linda Benner, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried.
Respectfully Submitted,

Natalie D. Haggerty










Secretary-Treasurer
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