
MAHONING TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISOR’S MEETING

Monday, January 9, 2012


CALL TO ORDER:

John Wieczorek called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. at the Mahoning Township Building, 2685 Mahoning Drive East, Lehighton, PA 18235

ROLL CALL:

PRESENT:

John Wieczorek, Chairman; Franklin Ruch, Vice-Chairman; Bruce Steigerwalt, Supervisor; Linda Benner, Supervisor; Travis Steigerwalt, Supervisor; Thomas Nanovic, Solicitor and Natalie D. Haggerty, Secretary-Treasurer
Packerton Yards

Carbon County Commissioner Wayne Nothstein, Engineer Ron Tirpak and Dawn Ferrante, Economic Development Director was present to discuss the status of the Packerton Yards project.  Commissioner Nothstein stated we inherited the project with the change of commissioners and we find ourselves in a dilemma. We will have a hard time selling the lots without access to the property and at this point we have almost 1.3 million invested in the project and we need to move forward.  We are running out of time with grant opportunities due to the ability to move forward because of lack of approvals.  Ron Tirpak told the supervisors that the three main issues still remaining are of curbing and sidewalks, centerline radius on the entry road and the centerline grading.  Travis Steigerwalt thanked the commissioner for attending the meeting and he is glad they are willing to work with us.  His main concerns are of the McCall Bridge and traffic and contamination issue.  Franklin Ruch questioned if any changes have been made and added they spent two years asking for information and no one ever came to us until a couple months ago. John Wieczorek questioned the waiver requests that dealt with the neighboring properties. The county did receive a letter from Marx supporting waiver requests.  John requested a listing out of what the remaining issues needing to be addressed are to move the project forward.  John questioned the track templates.  Ron stated that he sent template to township engineer.  Bruce Steigerwalt shared that a drawing was provided showing turning templates, questioned sidewalks coming out on 209 and project 70 money was used to purchase the water authority property that parallels Packerton Dam Road.  Using these funds would stop the authority from be able to sell the property.   John Wieczorek questioned whether or not the county is looking to sell the property.  Dawn Ferrante shared yes.  John Wieczorek asked if we could be included in PennDOT meetings and in the interim will there be stop signs added to Route 209.  Ruch pointed out he would be opposed to a stop light and would not support stop signs. Travis Steigerwalt thoughts were if not using parking lots 24/7, can a trolley bus be used to get people to and from Jim Thorpe, boat launch, secondary access, try to avoid businesses building giant warehouses and the facade design keep or preserve the history of the area.  Linda Benner feels since the time she has been on the board we have been kept in the dark, do you ever see this project materializing?  Wayne Nothstein added that he does and would like to set up a meeting with interested parties.  Bruce Steigerwalt questioned traffic submission and Tim Edinger has not received PennDOT current review, the issue is access.  Tom Nanovic questioned the time frame.  Dawn Ferrante shared that it is one of the most complex projects and there was a lack of project management and rigor from the start; but now it seems there is a definite agreement on communication.  
PUBLIC COMMENT:
Russell Pearson, 70 Dead End Lane, Lehighton.  LeRoy Leibenguth has looked into the complaint.  LeRoy advised that he has issued a permit to conduct the administrative part of the business out of the home only.  If he will be storing a lot of equipment there he will need to go in for a building permit.  No other enforceable issues on the property.  LeRoy will go up there again and take pictures or make list of equipment being stored on property.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

MOTION

Franklin Ruch made a motion to approve the minutes of the December 27, 2011 Board of Supervisors Meeting.  Seconded by Travis Steigerwalt. John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, abstain; Linda Benner, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes 4-0 vote. Motion carried.

MOTION
Franklin Ruch made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 3, 2012 Board of Supervisors Meeting with corrections of page 4 motion fails for the affirmation of EMC and page 5 appointment of Kristen Simmons to the Municipal Authority, Bruce Steigerwalt abstained.  Seconded by John Wieczorek.  John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes Linda Benner, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes 5-0 vote. Motion carried.

APPROVAL OF TREASURER’S REPORT:  December 2011
MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report for December 2011. Seconded by Linda Benner.  John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Linda Benner, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes 5-0 vote. Motion carried.  Travis Steigerwalt requested to see were the monies are coming from within the deposits. 
APPROVAL OF TRANSFERS:

MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to approve the following transfers:

$595.20 from Residential Fire Hydrant Money Market to General Checking

$537.97 Residential Street Light Money Market to General Checking

Seconded by Travis Steigerwalt.  John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Linda Benner, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes 5-0 vote. Motion carried.

PAYMENT OF BILLS AND PAYROLLS:

MOTION

Franklin Ruch made a motion to approve payment of the following bills and payroll: 

Bill List #358 in the amount of $110,952.04
General Checks #18399-#18438
Payroll Check’s #9647-9728
State Check #1305
Road Machinery Check #267
Special Equipment Check #236
Fire Company Check #34

Seconded by Linda Benner.  John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Linda Benner, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes 5-0 vote. Motion carried.

APPROVAL OF REPORTS:

MOTION

Franklin Ruch made a motion to approve the following reports:

Mahoning Township Equipment and Fuel Log for December 2011
Mahoning Township Zoning Officers’ Report for December 2011

Mahoning Township Road Crew Daily Work Log for December 12, 2011- January 6, 2012
Central Tax Bureau Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements Related to Tax Collection Activities Year ended December 31, 2010
T&M Engineer Report for January 2012
Mahoning Township Police Activity Report for December 2011
Seconded by John Wieczorek.  John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Linda Benner, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes 5-0 vote. Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS:
Amendment to Parking Ordinance
MOTION

Franklin Ruch made a motion to accept parking ordinance amendment as written and to advertise.  Seconded by John Wieczorek. John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Linda Benner, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes 5-0 vote. Motion carried.

Walmart Request for Reduction in Letter of Credit

Place on next agenda
Lowe’s Release of Security 
MOTION

Franklin Ruch made a motion to retain $75,000.00 in a letter of credit for Lowe’s and release the balance and amended to include 2012 insurance certification.  Seconded by Travis Steigerwalt.  John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Linda Benner, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes 5-0 vote. Motion carried.

Resolution 2012-2 Fee Schedule Pertaining to the Zoning Hearing Board Activities

Discussion of setting monies in escrow for Zoning Hearings.  Tom Nanovic will add some wording.  Bring back to next agenda.

NEW BUSINESS

Ordinance Workshop
Discussion was held.  Bring forward to next meeting, provide a list of ordinances and prioritize

Engagement letter with Ballard Spahr

MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to engage the services of Ballard Spahr within our legal matters.  Seconded by Franklin Ruch.  John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Linda Benner, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes 5-0 vote. Motion carried.

Summit Ridge Reduction in Letter of Credit

MOTION
Travis Steigerwalt made a motion to approve the reduction in the letter of credit for Summit Ridge Subdivision, retaining a balance of $1,146,096.77.  Seconded by Bruce Steigerwalt.  John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Linda Benner, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes 5-0 vote. Motion carried.

CORRESPONDENCE
MOTION

Linda Benner made a motion to approve and place on file the correspondence dated January 9, 2012.  Seconded by Bruce Steigerwalt. John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes, Linda Benner, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes 5-0 vote. Motion carried
***T &M ASSOCIATES, TIM EDINGER

RE: LOWE’S ESCROW RELEASES

***T & M ASSOCIATES, TIM EDINGER

RE: SUMMIT RIDGE SUBDIVISION LETTER OF CREDIT 

***FEMA, DAVID HOLL

RE: HURRICANE IRENE OR TROPICAL STORM LEE COMMUNITY DISASTER LOAN PROGRAM

***PA DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION, TAKE 5 JANUARY 2012

RE: A PUBLICATION OF PENNDOT ENGINEERING DISTRICT 5

***NANOVIC LAW OFFICES, THOMAS NANOVIC

RE: CHURCH STREET PARKING

***MAHONING TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY, KRISTIN SIMMONS

RE: NOSAL SUBDIVISION SEWAGE FACILITIES

***T & M ASSOCIATES, TIM EDINGER

RE: LOWES/MAHONING TOWNSHIP-PAINTING AND SIGNAGE

***NANOVIC LAW OFFICES, THOMAS NANOVIC

RE: LOWES/MAHONING TOWNSHIP-MAINTENANCE OF COMMON ENTRANCE

 Travis Steigerwalt added the application received for part time snow plow worker
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Road Committee
· Frank Ruch will schedule a meeting with regards to fuel tanks
· Road Department  worker discuss hiring in executive session

Police Committee

· Travis Steigerwalt shared that he has been in contact with the chief through emails.  Accommodations for Long and Szozda and Meek and Barclay

· Police contract up at the end of year; will need to start contract meetings. 

· Questions regarding coverage
OFFICIALS:
Travis Steigerwalt
· Myself and Bruce Steigerwalt attended the meeting with regards to the McCall Bridge.  No plans of replacing the bridge in the future. 

· Update maps with aerial photography, GIS is a planning tool used by some municipalities and we may want to look into in the future
John Wieczorek

· Wrote a letter to the Mahoning Township Municipal Authority with regards to sewage capacity

MOTION
John Wieczorek made a motion to send letter to the Mahoning Township Municipal Authority regarding sewage capacity and mail copies to Mahoning Township Planning Commission, Thomas Nanovic and Holly Heintzelman.  Seconded by Franklin Ruch.  John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes, Linda Benner, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes 5-0 vote. Motion carried
· Macungie is using GPS within police cars

· Stress the importance of the traffic impact study

· Sewage capacity

· Executive session for personnel and legal maters

MOTION

Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to grant H&H, Hemlock Drive Subdivision a 90 day extension of time (extension granted to April 16, 2012).  Seconded by Franklin Ruch.  John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes, Linda Benner, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes 5-0 vote. Motion carried.
Leroy Leibenguth 

· Complaint of noise.  Advised to forward to the police. 

ADJOURNMENT:
MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:27 PM.  Seconded by Travis Steigerwalt.  Franklin Ruch, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes and Linda Benner, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried.
Respectfully Submitted,

Natalie D. Haggerty










Secretary-Treasurer
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