
MAHONING TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISOR’S MEETING

Monday, January 11, 2010


CALL TO ORDER:

John Wieczorek called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at the Mahoning Township Building, 2685 Mahoning Drive East, Lehighton, PA 18235

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

John Wieczorek led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
ROLL CALL:

PRESENT:

John Wieczorek, Chairman; Travis Steigerwalt, Vice-Chairman; George Stawnyczyj, Supervisor; Franklin Ruch, Supervisor; Linda Benner, Supervisor; Thomas Nanovic, Solicitor and Natalie D. Haggerty, Secretary-Treasurer
QUESTIONS ON OR ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA:

None
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

MOTION

Franklin Ruch made a motion to approve the minutes of the December 23, 2009 Board of Supervisors Meeting.  Seconded by Linda Benner. Franklin Ruch withdrew his motion.

MOTION

Travis Steigerwalt made a motion to approve the minutes of the December 23, 2009 Board of Supervisors Meeting.  Seconded by John Wieczorek.  John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Linda Benner, abstain and Franklin Ruch, abstain. 3-0 vote. Motion carried.
MOTION 

Franklin Ruch made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 4, 2010 Board of Supervisors Organization Meeting.  Seconded by Linda Benner.  John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Linda Benner, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried.
APPROVAL OF TREASURER’S REPORT:  December 2009
MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report for December 2009. Seconded by Travis Steigerwalt. John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Linda Benner, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried
APPROVAL OF TRANSFERS:

MOTION

Travis Steigerwalt made a motion to approve the following transfers:

$334.80 from Residential Fire Hydrant Money Market to General Checking

$537.97 Residential Street Light Money Market to General Checking

Seconded by George Stawnyczyj.  John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Linda Benner, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried
PAYMENT OF BILLS AND PAYROLLS:

MOTION

Franklin Ruch made a motion to approve payment of the following bills and payroll: 

Bill List #334 in the amount of $98,255.75
General Checks #17270-17320
Payroll Check #7656-7757
State Checks #1245-1247
Road Machinery Checks #217-218
Seconded by George Stawnyczyj.  John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Linda Benner, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried
APPROVAL OF REPORTS:

MOTION

George Stawnyczyj made a motion to approve the following reports:

Mahoning Township Equipment and Fuel Log for December 2009
Mahoning Township Zoning Officers’ Report for December 2009

Mahoning Township Planning Commission Minutes for November 24, 2009

Mahoning Township Road Crew Daily Work Log for December 7, 2009 – January 1, 2010

Mahoning Township Zoning Hearing Board Minutes for December 1, 2009

Mahoning Township Police Report for December 2009

Mahoning Township Municipal Authority Minutes for October 21, 2009 and November 18, 2009

Seconded by Travis Steigerwalt. John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Linda Benner, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried
INSURANCE PRESENTATIONS

DGK Insurance, Jeff Kyle told supervisors his firm has serviced the township for twenty plus years and offers insurance for property, liability and worker’s compensation.  His insurance is through traditional carriers and he stated in the twenty years, we have dealt with many competitors but I’m proud to say this township has not incurred a loss that was not covered by our insurance.  Mr. Kyle pointed out that the board should review both packages ensuring the deductibles are the same, the coverage’s match up and the workers compensation is covered.  In addition review the financial stability of the carriers they use.  Mr. Kyle pointed out worker’s compensation premium is up 17% from last year due to claims in the last three years that comprised the experience modifier.  The last claim was in 2008.  

H A Thomson, Tim Lutz explained that his company is proposing the same areas of insurance, property, liability and workers compensation; but our property and liability insurance will be through the PIRMA pool.  PIRMA is an intergovernmental pool of municipalities that provide insurance to the members.  They cover $350,000 and then they have a reinsurance company cover the rest.  To enter the program the municipality would need to approve an intergovernmental agreement and pass an ordinance.  Once in the pool they must stay for the year before opting to leave.  If there is an open claim the pool governance requests the member municipality remain in the pool until the claim is settled. He shared that once enrolled a loss control and risk management specialist would visit the township and make recommendations for ways to reduce risks in the community.  Mr. Lutz added that workers compensation was covered by Amerihealth a division of Blue Cross. 
Chairman Wieczorek thanked both for their presentations and advised they would be reviewed and a decision would be reached in the near future.  

OLD BUSINESS:

Affirmation Emergency Management Coordinator and Assistant

MOTION
Travis Steigerwalt made a motion to appoint George Stawnyczyj as the Emergency Management Coordinator contingent that he passes all background checks.  Seconded by John Wieczorek.   John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Linda Benner, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried

Municipal Authority Appointment

MOTION
John Wieczorek made a motion to appoint Bernard Mieczkowski to the Mahoning Township Municipal Authority.  Seconded by Linda Benner.   John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, abstain; Linda Benner, yes and Franklin Ruch, no. 3-1 vote. Motion carried. 

NEW BUSINESS:

James Danner, Letter of Resignation as Mahoning Township Part Time Police Officer
MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to accept James Danner letter of resignation as a part time police officer for Mahoning Township.  Seconded by Franklin Ruch.  John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Linda Benner, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried

Bonnie Harley and Doreen Roth Letters of Resignation as Mahoning Township Elected Auditors.  
Franklin Ruch made a motion to accept Bonnie Harley and Doreen Roth letters of resignation as elected auditors of Mahoning Township. Seconded by Travis Steigerwalt. John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Linda Benner, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried

MOTION
Travis Steigerwalt made a motion to advertise for the vacancies of three auditors.  Seconded by George Stawnyczyj.  John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Linda Benner, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried

CORRESPONDENCE:

John Wieczorek made a motion to approve and place on file correspondence dated January 11, 2010. Seconded Franklin Ruch.  John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Linda Benner, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes. 5-0 vote.

***BLUE MOUNTAIN HEALTH SYSTEMS - Joseph C. Guardiani, Director of Fund Development

RE: Thank you letter for donation made by Board of Supervisors

***NANOVIC LAW OFFICES – Thomas S. Nanovic, Attorney

RE: Resignation of Thomas S. Nanovic, Solicitor of Mahoning Township Zoning Hearing Board

***CARBON ENGINEERING INC. – Ronald M. Tirpak, P.E.

RE: Copy of letter sent to Telco regarding Route 443 and SR 3001 traffic signal, enclosing copies of change order.  Requesting copies of cabinet wiring diagram, manufacture’s timing plan, warranties, and instruction manuals be provided to Mahoning Township.

***HOLLY A. HEINTZELMAN – Holly A. Heintzelman, Attorney

RE: Re-appointment of Mr. Bernie Mieczkowski to the Mahoning Township Municipal Authority Board.

***PSATS 

Re: December 2009 News Bulletin

***BRUCE R. STEIGERWALT 

RE: Re-appointment of Bruce R. Steigerwalt to the Mahoning Township Planning Commission. 

***PSATS – Diane L. Calhoun, Director of Insurance Services

RE: Act 600 Police Pension Plan.  On Oct. 9, 2009 the Governor signed Act 51 into law; this act will amend the Emergency and Law Enforcement Personnel Death Benefits Act of 1976.  

***NANOVIC LAW OFFICES – Thomas S. Nanovic, Attorney

RE: Grist Mill Development.  Letter from Attorney Kratz regarding the above mentioned.  He filed a Praecipe to have the case marked settled, discontinued and ended with prejudice.

***NANOVIC LAW OFFICES – Thomas S. Nanovic, Attorney

RE: Copy of letter to Gerald F. Strubinger, Jr., Esquire to confirm their firm as the new Mahoning Township Zoning Hearing Board solicitor and forward notes on the Fenton hearing.  

***CARBON ENGINEERING INC.  – Gregory S. Haas, P.E.

RE: Packerton Business Park minutes from meeting held on December 18, 2009 at the Carbon County Conservation District Office.

***CARBON COUNTY EMA – Mark S. Nalesnik, Director

RE: NIMS 700.A course will be held on Saturday, February 6th 2010 starting at 8am, at the Carbon County EMA building.  Class size is limited to 25.

***NEPA – Jeffrey K. Box, President and CEO

RE: Central Carbon Regional Comprehensive Plan.  Mahoning Township, along with the boroughs of Weissport, Lehighton, Franklin, and East Penn has been approved for a total of $35,000 ($7,000/municipality), to assist in the development of the transportation component of the plan.

***BONNIE L. HARLEY

RE: Resignation as an auditor for Mahoning Township

***DOREEN A. ROTH 

RE: Resignation as an auditor for Mahoning Township

***MAHONING TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT – James L Danner, PT Officer

RE: Resignation of part-time officer James L. Danner from the Mahoning Township Police Department

***RESIDENT CONCERN – Carl A. Wolfe Jr, Resident

RE: The blacktopping of Mall Lane

Comment:  Have Ron Reeser take a look at. 
***NANOVIC LAW OFFICES – Thomas S. Nanovic, Attorney

RE: Letter from Attorney Nanovic concerning the reappointment of Mr. Mieczkowski to the Municipal Authority Board. 
***CARBON COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT – James J. Clauser, District Manager

RE: NPDES Permit Administrative Completeness Review for Packerton Business Park.  All necessary items were found to be included; it has been assigned Permit Number #PAG2001309007.
OFFICIALS:

Travis Steigerwalt
· The office will prepare ordinance folders for all supervisors; requested that all supervisors brush up on ordinances. 
· I prepared a priority list, a priority of mine is a website
· Questioned Killed in Service Benefit 

George Stawnyczyj

· Questioned progress on the Dodge Dump Truck

Leroy Leibenguth

· Noticed at the intersection of Troxell’s Hill and Rte 443, there is a hole four and a half feet deep

· Fee for solar systems, LeRoy expressed it should be the same as windmill fee

John Wieczorek

· I prepared a list of items for Attorney Nanovic; an executive session is needed to discuss some of these items.  

· PRD is a priority on the list 
· Asked Attorney Nanovic for recommendation on how to communicate through his office (point person will be Natalie Haggerty)

· Vendor list provided for all supervisors
· At the February 8, 2010, Board of Supervisors Meeting, CMX will be available to bring the board up to speed on the Packerton Yards project. Invite Planning Commission. 

· Wrestling with ordinances, appoint Travis Steigerwalt as ordinance coordinator, Natalie will put together folders, after that it’s the board members responsibility to keep updated ( include LeRoy Leibenguth’s  list)

· Priority one- pole barn structure to house equipment

A brief executive session was requested by John Wieczorek to discuss personnel and legal matters. 
ADJOURNMENT:
MOTION

Franklin Ruch made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:56 PM.  Seconded by George Stawnyczyj.  5-0 vote. Motion carried. John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Linda Benner, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes. 5-0 vote.

Respectfully Submitted,

Natalie D. Haggerty










Secretary-Treasurer
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