
MAHONING TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISOR’S MEETING

Monday, February 28, 2011


CALL TO ORDER:

John Wieczorek called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. at the Mahoning Township Building, 2685 Mahoning Drive East, Lehighton, PA 18235

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

John Wieczorek led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
ROLL CALL:

PRESENT:

John Wieczorek, Chairman; Franklin Ruch, Vice-Chairman; Travis Steigerwalt, Supervisor; George Stawnyczyj, Supervisor; Linda Benner, Supervisor; Thomas Nanovic, Solicitor and Natalie D. Haggerty, Secretary-Treasurer
QUESTIONS ON OR ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA:

None
PUBLIC COMMENT:

Rick Bjorkman, PKR Enterprises is requesting an extension of time from the Board of Supervisors to furnish a letter of credit.  Needs an extension to March 15, 2011.
MOTION

George Stawnyczyj made a motion to extend time to March 15, 2011 to comply with a letter of credit for Sunny Hill Farms Subdivision.  Seconded by Travis Steigerwalt.  John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes and Linda Benner, yes.  5-0 vote. Motion carried.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

MOTION

Linda Benner made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 14, 2011 Board of Supervisors Meeting.  Seconded by Franklin Ruch.  John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes and Linda Benner, yes.  5-0 vote. Motion carried.
OLD BUSINESS:

Agreement between Mahoning Township and Teamster Local 773 (Road Department)

MOTION
Franklin Ruch made a motion to approve the contract between Mahoning Township and Teamster Local Union 773 duration of 1/1/2011 through 12/31/2014.  Seconded by George Stawnyczyj.   John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, no; George Stawnyczyj, no; Franklin Ruch, yes and Linda Benner, yes.  3-2 vote. Motion carried.

Ordinance Discussion

a. Amusement Tax- Set up meeting with Country Club and Race Track.  Provide a list of amusement and mechanical device business’s that are currently paying.
b. Outdoor Wood Fired Furnaces-Set up a meeting with the interested residents, copy article from the Township News, perhaps use the PA Department of Environmental Protection as samples. 
c. Building Heights –Frank Ruch will measure some homes within the township
MOTION

Frank Ruch made a motion to table building height discussion.  Seconded by John Wieczorek.  John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes and Linda Benner, yes.  5-0 vote. Motion carried.

d. Lighting- A few Board members requested time to review Exeter Township Lighting Ordinance. 
e. Grading Ordinance (Place on next agenda)
f. Traffic Impact Ordinance (Place on next agenda)
 Police Business
 Police Vehicle (no updates)
General Code Proposals for Codifying our Ordinances
MOTION

Franklin Ruch made a motion to proceed forward with Option #1 from General Code to codify our ordinances at a cost of $7,995.00.  Seconded by Linda Benner.  John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes and Linda Benner, yes.  5-0 vote. Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS

Advertise for Zoning Hearing Board Member
MOTION
Linda Benner made a motion to advertise the zoning hearing board member vacancy.  Seconded by George Stawnyczyj. John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes and Linda Benner, yes.  5-0 vote. Motion carried.

Mildred Felten Subdivision Waiver requests (recommended by the Planning Commission) 

MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to grant a waiver from Section 99-1-C (4) the requirement for perc testing for proposed Lot 7, the lot is less than the 10 acre requirement and it has been created as result of this boundary line adjustment plan. Proposing a non building waiver for this lot as it is proposed to remain in agricultural use.  Seconded by Travis Steigerwalt.  John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes and Linda Benner, yes.  5-0 vote. Motion carried.

MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to grant a waiver from Section 99-10F requirements for stormwater management as it applies to this subdivision.  The only lot which proposes any development is lot 4A.  Development of this lot will consist of constructing a single family dwelling, driveway, septic system and well.  A stormwater analysis has been completed for lot 4A. The analysis shows that as a result of adding 4,968 square feet of impervious cover the increase in stormwater runoff will be only 1.8% of 1,406 cubic feet for the 10 year design storm.  We therefore request a waiver from S99-10F as it applies to providing stormwater management facilities to address this insignificant increase in runoff for the proposed development of this lot.  Seconded by Linda Benner.  John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes and Linda Benner, yes.  5-0 vote. Motion carried.

MOTION

Franklin Ruch made a motion to grant Mildred Felten Subdivision conditional approval of the plan with conditions of mylar and DEP approval.  Seconded by Travis Steigerwalt.  John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes and Linda Benner, yes.  5-0 vote. Motion carried.

Forward Mildred Felten Sewage Modules to DEP 

MOTION 
Franklin Ruch made a motion to forward Mildred Felten Subdivision Sewage Modules to DEP.  Seconded by John Wieczorek.  John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes and Linda Benner, yes.  5-0 vote. Motion carried.

MOTION
Franklin Ruch made a motion to waive the requirements of the engineer block on the Mildred Felten Subdivision Plans. Seconded by Linda Benner.  John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes and Linda Benner, yes.  5-0 vote. Motion carried.

CORRESPONDENCE:

Linda Benner made a motion to approve and place on file correspondence dated February 28, 2011.  Seconded by John Wieczorek. John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes and Linda Benner, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried. 
***HOLLY HEINTZELMAN

RE: MAHONING TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY HAS DETERMINED THAT IT WILL REQUIRE A SMALL PIECE OF LAND IN THE AREA OF TROXELL’S ROAD FOR FUTURE OPERATIONS OF THE MAHONING TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY

***NANOVIC LAW OFFICES, THOMAS NANOVIC

RE: COPY OF LETTER SENT TO SKIP SCHNEIDER, CEI ENGINEERING REGARDING VACATING THAT PORTION OF TROXELLS ROAD WHICH WILL NO LONGER BE USED FOR ROAD PURPOSES REQUESTING FROM CEI ENGINEERING A METES AND BOUNDS DESCRIPTION OF THE AREA OF TROXELLS ROAD TO BE VACATED

***CARBON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

RE: RADIO NARROW BANDING, COMMISSIONERS ARE WILLING TO DO A LOCAL SHARE GRANT APPLICATION ON BEHALF OF ALL MUNICIPALITIES IN CARBON COUNTY WHO NEED TO REPLACE THE RADIO EQUIPMENT THAT WILL  NOT BE COMPATIBLE WITH THE NEW NARROWBAND RADIO SYSTEMS AND NEW FCC REGS FOR RADIO FREQUENCIES WHICH TAKE EFFECT ON JANUARY 1, 2013.  THE COUNTY HAS SET A DEADLINE OF MARCH 11, 2011 AS THE CUTOFF FOR MUNICIPALITIES TO REPLY IN WRITING OF THEIR COMMUNICATIONS NEEDS AND LETTER OF INTEREST.  NO GUARANTEES AND TO BUDGET ACCORDINGLY IN 2012

MOTION

George Stawnyczyj made a motion to submit letter of interest to the commissioners for radio grant money Seconded by Franklin Ruch. John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes and Linda Benner, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried.
***BRUCE R. STEIGERWALT, P.E. 

RE: FELTEN SUBDIVISION AND BOUNDARY LINE ADJUSTMENT PLAN RESPONSE TO COMMENTS FROM TIM EDINGER (IN HIS LETTER DATED JANUARY 7, 2011) AND COPY OF LETTER TO PLANNING COMMISSION REQUESTING WAIVERS

***T&M ASSOCIATES, GREG DUNCAN

RE: COPY OF LETTER SENT TO A. SCOTT ENTERPRISES REGARDING CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS SHOP DRAWING REVIEW 3 LOWES CONSTRUCTION

***MAHONING TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION

RE: ACTION TAKEN AT THE FEBRUARY 15, 2011 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

***STANLEY POPLAWSKI, PENNDOT

RE: EMAIL REGARDING MAHONING TOWNSHIP BRIDGE INSPECTIONS, APPROVALS NEEDED FROM PENNDOT, THE TOWNSHIPS SELECTION PROCEDURES FOR CHOOSING T&M AND THE RESULTS OF OUR SELECTION PROCESS.  (I FORWARDED THIS EMAIL TO T&M AND THEY ADVISED THEY WOULD RESPOND TO PENNDOT CENTRAL AND GET BACK TO ME) EMAILS FROM GREG DUNCAN ADVISING THEY WILL PROVIDE PENNDOT WITH MORE INFO TO JUSTIFY THE TOWNSHIPS CRITERIA FOR ITS SELECTION 

***TOWNSHIPS TODAY NEWSLETTER

***JUDY BORGER, CARBON COUNTY OFFICE OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

RE: FOLLOW UP TO FEBRUARY 9, 2011 MEETING REGARDING NARROW BANDING

***PENNDOT

RE: NBIS INSPECTION NOTIFICATION FOR 2011

***NANOVIC LAW OFFICES, THOMAS NANOVIC

RE: POSSIBLY SETTING A FEE FOR ALL FUTURE REQUESTS WITH REGARDS TO ATTORNEY PLUNKETT’S REQUEST OF EXTENSION REGARDING SPRINGDALE ESTATES 

MOTION 
George Stawnyczyj made a motion to charge an appropriate fee under ACT 46 to process necessary paperwork.  Seconded by Travis Steigerwalt.  John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes and Linda Benner, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried. 

***LEHIGHTON AREA MEMORIAL LIBRARY, JAMES S. BLAKESLEE

RE: LETTER OF THANKS FOR RECENT DONATION

***NANOVIC LAW OFFICES, THOMAS NANOVIC

RE: COPY OF A LETTER SENT TO ATTORNEY PLUNKETT REGARDING APPROVAL OF THE PRELIMINARY PLAN OF SPRINGDALE ESTATES CONTINUES UNTIL JULY 2, 2013 

***NANOVIC LAW OFFICES, THOMAS NANOVIC

RE: PROVIDING INFORMATION REGARDING HEART AND LUNG

***PENNDOT

RE: COPY OF A LETTER SENT TO ROBERT KNOTZ REGARDING HOP WALMART MECHANICALLY STABILIZED EMBANKMENT

OFFICIALS:
Travis Steigerwalt
· I will make a phone call to DEP and ask them what the  procedure would be if a resident was complaining about a wood burner. 
· Received a phone call from a Lower Towamensing resident complaining about Walmart.  They plowed all the snow to the northern end of lot, after melting occurred it caused run off and froze.  They boxed it off.  It’s private not a township issue.
George Stawnyczyj

· Big Chief sign is leaning and dropping further into tower pole.  This is a hazard.  Leroy will send enforcement letter. 
LeRoy Leibenguth

· 443 Auto Sales wishing to construct expansion.  Questioning if land development plans are needed. 
· 4-H Club project animals, must they follow our zoning rules. 

John Wieczorek

· Short executive session regarding personnel matters. 
ADJOURNMENT:
MOTION

Travis Steigerwalt made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:00 PM.  Seconded by George Stawnyczyj.  John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes and Linda Benner, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried.
Respectfully Submitted,

Natalie D. Haggerty










Secretary-Treasurer
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