
MAHONING TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISOR’S MEETING

Monday, February 13, 2012


CALL TO ORDER:

John Wieczorek called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. at the Mahoning Township Building, 2685 Mahoning Drive East, Lehighton, PA 18235
ROLL CALL:

PRESENT:

John Wieczorek, Chairman; Franklin Ruch, Vice-Chairman; Bruce Steigerwalt, Supervisor; Linda Benner, Supervisor; Travis Steigerwalt, Supervisor; Thomas Nanovic, Solicitor and Kerry Verrastro, Township Clerk
ABSENT:
Natalie D. Haggerty, Secretary Treasurer

PUBLIC COMMENT:

· Herman Snyder, 1691 Strauss Valley Road brought pictures of the water problem on his property that drains onto his property from the road in the subdivision across the street.  John Wieczorek stated he will have the Township Engineer look at the problem and see if the subdivision road is in compliance.  Mr. Snyder also voiced concerns about truck and 4 wheeler traffic on his road in the summer.  

Carbon County Commissioner Wayne Nothstein, Engineer Ron Tirpak and Dawn Ferrante, Economic Development Director were present to discuss the status of the Packerton Yards project.  Commissioner Nothstein asked how they could get action on the three remaining waivers to move forward on the Packerton Yards project.  Commissioner Nothstein stated that he has 2 interested parties, one manufacturing and one tourism.  He is afraid we will lose these opportunities if they can not move forward.  The County doesn’t want to spend more money on the project without these waivers. Frank Ruch suggested that we talk to the Planning Commission as to where they stand on the waivers.  Bruce Steigerwalt stated that they were close to an agreement on two, but that there was no agreement on the curb and sidewalk waiver. Solicitor Nanovic suggested that the Planning Commission submit a summary of where they stand on the waivers and send it to the County.
Judy Borger, Director Carbon County Office of Planning and Development asked that Chairman Wieczorek recess the regular meeting at 6:30pm so that she could convene the first public hearing for CDBG Program for 2012. Ms. Borger  handed out maps of the township highlighting the LMI areas.  She stated that the funds available to us will be approximately $67,000 after administrative fees.  It can be used for streets improvement in these areas or to upgrade the township building bathrooms for handicap accessibility. She stated that the 2010 census maps may not be available in time for the application process, so a survey of the residents may be required to determine specific LMI areas.  Township Engineer, Tim Edinger is in the process of submitting the Pre-application due March 14, 2012.  The second public hearing will be held in April or May 2012 at the township.
Chairman Wieczorek reconvened the regular meeting at 6:55pm.

Building Height Ordinance(2012-1), Consideration for Adoption, Hearing held January 9, 2012

Travis Steigerwalt made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2012-1 amending the zoning ordinance revising the definition of “Height of Building” and changing maximum height contained in Sections 116-18, 116-27(A), 116-27(B), 116-35(A)(1)(h)(1), 116-35(A)(2)(h)(1), 116-35(B)(1)(h)(1), 116-35(B)(2)(h)(1), 116-35(B)(2)(h)(1), 116-53(H)(1), 116-35(A)(3)(h)(1), 116-35(B)(3)(h)(1), 116-35(C)(10), 116-44(A), 116-64(H) and 116-64(H)(1). Seconded by John Wiezcorek. John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Linda Benner, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes 5-0 vote. Motion carried.  

Parking Ordinance(2012-2), Public Comment/Consideration for Adoption

Frank Ruch made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2012-2 amending Section 21 of Chapter 112 (Section 112-21 parking prohibited at all times) of code of the Township of Mahoning. Church Street Side west from Pine Street to a point 65 feet north thereof. Seconded by Travis Steigerwalt. John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Linda Benner, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes 5-0 vote. Motion carried.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

MOTION

Linda Benner made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 23, 2012 Board of Supervisors Meeting.  Seconded by Franklin Ruch. John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Linda Benner, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes 5-0 vote. Motion carried.
APPROVAL OF TREASURER’S REPORT:  January 2012
MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report for January 2012. Seconded by Linda Benner.  John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Linda Benner, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes 5-0 vote. Motion carried.  
APPROVAL OF TRANSFERS:

MOTION

Travis Steigerwalt made a motion to approve the following transfers:

$1654.89 Road Machinery Fund to general Checking
$1654.89 Fire Fund to General Checking
$537.97 Residential Street Light Money Market to General Checking

Seconded by Frank Ruch.  John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Linda Benner, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes 5-0 vote. Motion carried.

PAYMENT OF BILLS AND PAYROLLS:

MOTION

Franklin Ruch made a motion to approve payment of the following bills and payroll: 

Bill List #359 in the amount of $126,637.36
General Checks #18439-#18495
Payroll Check’s #9729-9816
State Check #1306-#1307
Road Machinery Check #268-#270
Seconded by Linda Benner.  John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Linda Benner, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes 5-0 vote. Motion carried.

APPROVAL OF REPORTS:

MOTION

Franklin Ruch made a motion to approve the following reports:

Mahoning Township Equipment and Fuel Log for January 2012
Mahoning Township Zoning Officers’ Report for January 2012

Mahoning Township Road Crew Daily Work Log for January 9, 2012-February 10, 2012

Mahoning Township Zoning Hearing Board Minutes for January 4, 2012 and February 7, 2012

Mahoning Valley Ambulance Association 2011 Financial Report

Mahoning Valley Volunteer Fire Co. No. 1 Year End Report December 31, 2011

Blue Mountain Home Health Care Quarterly Meeting Minutes

Mahoning Township SEO Scott Bieber Activity Report 12/1/11-12/31/11

Carbon County Tax Collection Committee Minutes for November 16, 2011

Seconded by Travis Steigerwalt.  John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Linda Benner, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes 5-0 vote. Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS:
Walmart Request for Reduction in Letter of Credit

 No change-Place on next agenda
Ordinance Workshop

A list of ordinances were submitted and a discussion was held on prioritization. Travis Steigerwalt stated that the size of signs is of importance to him and that he would research it.  John Wieczorek stated that traffic impact and share of waiver requests are a priority for him.  It was decided that the board would start with these three.  A workshop will be held in April, no date was indicated.  
NEW BUSINESS
Residential Fire Hydrant Assessment-rate increase to $45 per assessed resident.
MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to increase the rate of hydrant billing to $45, per assessed resident.  Seconded by Travis Steigerwalt.  John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Linda Benner, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes 5-0 vote. Motion carried.

Agreement between County of Carbon and Mahoning Township regarding Grant for the Radios 
MOTION
Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to sign the Agreement between Carbon County and Mahoning Township for the Radios. Seconded by Travis Steigerwalt.  John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Linda Benner, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes 5-0 vote. Motion carried.

Fire Truck Repairs

MOTION

Linda Benner made a motion to pay the $1462.00 bill for repairs to Tanker 631. Seconded by John Wieczorek. John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Linda Benner, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes 5-0 vote. Motion carried.

CORRESPONDENCE
MOTION

Linda Benner made a motion to approve and place on file the correspondence dated February 13, 2012.  Seconded by John Wieczorek. John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes, Linda Benner, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes 5-0 vote. Motion carried
***HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DOYLE HEFFLEY

RE: BREAKFAST MEETING INVITATION, JANUARY 26, 2012

***CARBON ENGINEERING INC, RONALD TIRPAK

RE: PACKERTON BUSINESS PARK

*** CARBON ENGINEERING INC, RONALD TIRPAK

RE: 2011 WASTEWATER REPORT

***T & M ASSOCIATES, TIMOTHY EDINGER

RE: CHAPTER 94 REPORT

***NANOVIC LAW OFFICES, THOMAS NANOVIC

RE: LOWE’S TRAFFIC SIGNAL MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT

***NANOVIC LAW OFFICES, THOMAS NANOVIC

RE: MAHONING TOWNSHIP/LOWE’S

***PA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, RANDY ALTEMOSE

RE: STATE ROUTE/SECTION 3011 (FRITZ VALLEY ROAD)

***CARBON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, WAYNE NOTHSTEIN

RE: PACKERTON BUSINESS PARK MAJOR SUBDIVISION

***CARBON COUNTY OFFICE OF PLANNING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, JUDY BORGER

RE: DCED MUNICIPAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (MAP) FUNDING 2012

***STELL ENVIRONMENTAL ENTERPRISES, ALLEN HEIST

RE: CENTRAL CARBON COUNTY REGIONAL COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

***LOWE’S, JEFF GRAY

RE: MAHONING TOWNSHIP/LOWE’S-MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT STATUS

***PSATS TOWNSHIP LEGAL DEFENSE PARTNERSHIP NEWSLETTER

RE: WINTER 2012 

***PA DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION, JAMES MC GEE

RE: INSPECTION NOTIFICATION- NATIONAL BRIDGE INSPECTION STANDARDS

**NANOVIC LAW OFFICES, THOMAS NANOVIC

RE: MAHONING VALLEY AMBULANCE ASSOCIATION-RIGHT-TO-KNOW REQUEST

***CARBON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

RE: PACKERTON YARDS-TASK/MILESTONE TIMELINE

***NANOVIC LAW OFFICES, THOMAS NANOVIC

RE: AGREEMENT OF SALE FIRE APPARATUS/KME

***STELL ENVIRONMENTAL ENTERPRISES INC, ALLEN HEIST

RE: CENTRAL CARBON COUNTY REGIONAL COMP PLAN

***FEMA, EUGENE GRUBER, MITIGATION DIVISION DIRECTOR

RE: CARBON COUNTY MULTI-JURISDICTIONAL HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN

*** CARBON COUNTY OFFICE OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT, JUDY BORGER

RE: COMMUNITY NOTICE LETTER-FEDERAL FISCAL YEAR 2012 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) PROGRAM

***NANOVIC LAW OFFICES, THOMAS NANOVIC

RE: COUNTY CONTRACT/COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT

***MAHONING TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT, AMIE BARCLAY

RE: CAR #34 2006 FORD CROWN VICTORIA-REPAIR ESTIMATE

***BLACK DIAMOND ENTERTAINMENT CO, DAVID WARGO

RE: PROVIDING IDEAS TO EXPAND OUR WEBSITE

***STELL ENVIRONMENTAL ENTERPRISES, ALLEN HEIST

RE: CENTRAL CARBON COUNTY REGIONAL COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

***MAHONING VALLEY VOL. FIRE CO. NO. 1, MARK EBBERT

RE: REPAIRS ON FIRE EQUIPMENT-DOES THE BOARD WISH TO PAY FOR THESE REPAIRS?  

***CHIEF KEN BARNES MEMO

RE: FOLLOW UP TO TRAINING REQUEST BY OFFICER BARCLAY

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Road Committee:
Hiring of Road Department Worker

MOTION

Frank Ruch made a motion to hire Robert Kern for the position of full-time Road Department Worker pending the completion of all required paperwork. Seconded by Linda Benner. ROLL CALL VOTE John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Linda Benner, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, no and Franklin Ruch, yes 4-1 vote. Motion carried.

Fuel Storage Tanks 

MOTION

Frank Ruch made a motion to sign a contract with Hafer Petroleum for new fuel storage tanks at the revised contract amount of $17,580.00. Seconded by Linda Benner. John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Linda Benner, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes 5-0 vote. Motion carried.

Pole Building Design Specs

· Bruce Steigerwalt stated that they received a quote from COSTARS contractor, Pioneer Pole Barns. There was a discussion on the prevailing wage requirement.  Bruce Steigerwalt and Frank Ruch will continue to move forward and research this project including the possibility of subcontracting out the heating, electrical and plumbing.
Police Committee:
· One bid received to date for 03 Crown Victoria.  Bids to be opened on February 27, 2012 
Officer Richton Penn-reimbursement of contaminated uniform

MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to reimburse Officer Richton Penn in the amount of $310.96 to replace a contaminated uniform. Seconded by Frank Ruch. John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Linda Benner, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes 5-0 vote. Motion carried.

Car #34 Repairs

MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to repair Police Car #34 at a cost of $1650.04. Seconded by Linda Benner. ROLL CALL VOTE John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, no; Linda Benner, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes 4-1 vote. Motion carried.

Officer Amie Barclay request to attend Street Crimes Seminar March 12, 13, and 14, 2012

MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to Reimburse Officer Amie Barclay for the tuition of $395.00 to attend the Street Crimes Seminar plus mileage. Seconded by Linda Benner. John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Linda Benner, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes 5-0 vote. Motion carried.

John Wieczorek announced a small recess for an Executive Session at 8:45pm

The meeting reconvened at 8:50pm

Officer in Charge

MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to appoint Officer Audie Mertz as Officer in Charge during the absence of Chief Ken Barnes effective immediately until February 28, 2012, he will be compensated as per contract.  Seconded by Linda Benner.  ROLL CALL VOTE John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Linda Benner, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, no and Franklin Ruch, yes 4-1 vote. Motion carried.

OFFICIALS:
Travis Steigerwalt
· Stated that he feels the township needs to find ways to get more money so we can continue to make the work place a better environment for our employees.
Bruce Steigerwalt
· Stated that he would be attending PSATS convention in Hershey in May 2012.  He will also be attending the engineering seminars at a cost of $75 which he will pay himself.  Chairman Wieczorek offered to let the township pay for it, Bruce refused. 
Thomas Nanovic

· Discussed the restriction of truck traffic on Ashtown Road, except for local deliveries and buses.  It was suggested that we collect data on the amount of truck traffic.  It was also suggested that we send a letter to Lowe’s asking them to limit the use of Ashtown Road by any of their trucks going in or out.

ADJOURNMENT:
MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:05PM.  Seconded by Linda Benner.  Franklin Ruch, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes and Linda Benner, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried.
Respectfully Submitted,

Kerry Verrastro

Township Clerk
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