
MAHONING TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING

MINUTES


January 7, 2015

CALL TO ORDER:
John Wieczorek called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm at the Mahoning Township Building at 6:00 PM Mahoning Drive East, Lehighton, PA 18235

PRESENT:

John Wieczorek; Chairman; Franklin Ruch, Vice Chairman; Bruce Steigerwalt, Supervisor; Kerry Verrastro, Supervisor;  Shawn Haggerty, Supervisor; Thomas Nanovic, Solicitor and Natalie D. Haggerty, Secretary-Treasurer
PUBLIC HEARING: David Bodnar and Jessica Hunsicker 
CDBG Funds FY 2014: The purpose of this public hearing is to receive input and comments by citizens for use of the 2014 CDBG funds for Mahoning Township.  In accordance with DCED guidelines a public notice was placed in the local newspaper on Wednesday, December 10, 2014 announcing the selected projects for 2014. The current anticipated amount for Mahoning Township for the year 2014 is $69,075.00 in project costs and $15,162.00 in administrative costs with a total grant of $84,237.00.  The project selected for year 2014 is street improvements reconstruction to Rex Road Bridge.  The selected project will benefit low to moderate income people.  The CDBG application is due on or before February 3, 2014.  David Bodnar asked if there were any questions.  John Wieczorek asked if we would be able to use CDBG funds for renovations or improvements to the township building.  
PUBLIC COMMENT

Sue Ann Lewine 109 Washington Road Lehighton
Present to share a concern regarding the Penn East Gas Pipeline Project intention to bring gas from marcellus shell thru Carbon County.  She is aware that this is not directly impacting Mahoning Township but she is requesting that Mahoning Township Supervisors create a joint citizen/supervisor committee to become more aware of the issue and relevant statues that will help protect property owners and others from negative impacts.    

Patty Borger

Here as support for Sue Ann.  We should be proactive and look to our future.   I would encourage all residents of Mahoning Township to read up on this; we don’t want to be on the side of here it is.  Penn Forest, Kidder, Towamensing, and Lower Towamensing are all currently dealing with this issue.  We in Mahoning Township are very far ahead; where we can get ahead of this situation.  Remind that the Carbon County Democrat for Change will have a guest speaker in the near future discussing this issue.
ORDINANCE 2015-1 PSATS Pension Trust

Ordinance authorizing the participation of Mahoning Township in the Pennsylvania Municipalities Pension Trust pursuant to the PA Intergovernmental Cooperation Law

MOTION
Kerry Verrastro made a motion to adopt ORDINANCE 2015-1 PSATS Pension Trust.  An Ordinance authorizing the participation of Mahoning Township in the Pennsylvania Municipalities Pension Trust pursuant to the PA Intergovernmental Cooperation Law.  Seconded by Shawn Haggerty.  John Wieczorek, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Shawn Haggerty, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes and Kerry Verrastro, yes.  5-0 vote. Motion carried.  
ORDINANCE 2015-2 PSATS Unemployment Compensation

Ordinance authorizing the participation of Mahoning Township in the PSATS Unemployment Compensation Group Trust Pursuant to the Pennsylvania Intergovernmental Cooperation Law

MOTION
Franklin Ruch made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2015-2 PSATS Unemployment Compensation.  An ordinance authorizing the participation of Mahoning Township in the PSATS Unemployment Compensation Group Trust Pursuant to the Pennsylvania Intergovernmental Cooperation Law.  Seconded by Shawn Haggerty.  John Wieczorek, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Shawn Haggerty, yes and Kerry Verrastro, yes.  5-0 vote Motion carried.  

PUBLIC HEARING
ORDINANCE 2015-3 VACATING OLD TROXELLS HILL

The road was relocated and no longer necessary.  Back in 2004 this road was given to the Mahoning Township Municipal Authority before vacating.  This is an ordinance to vacate a portion of old Troxell’s Road (T 352) located wholly within Mahoning Township.  Are there any questions from the public?  No public questions.  This ordinance was advertised in local newspaper on December 18, 2014.
MOTION

Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2015-3 vacate portion of Troxell Road (T352) as described in the ordinance.  Seconded by Shawn Haggerty.  John Wieczorek, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Shawn Haggerty, yes and Kerry Verrastro, yes 5-0 vote.   Motion carried.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to approve the minutes of the November 5, 2014 Board of Supervisors Meeting. Seconded by Franklin Ruch.    Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Shawn Haggerty, no; John Wieczorek, yes; Kerry Verrastro, yes 4-0 vote.  Motion carried. 

MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to approve the minutes of the November 7, 2014 Board of Supervisors Workshop Meeting.  Seconded by Kerry Verrastro.  Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Shawn Haggerty, abstain; John Wieczorek, yes; Kerry Verrastro, yes 4-0 vote.  Motion carried.  

MOTION
John Wieczorek made a motion to approve the minutes of the December 3, 2014 Board of Supervisors Meeting.  Seconded by Bruce Steigerwalt.  Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Shawn Haggerty, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Kerry Verrastro, abstain 4-0 vote.  Motion carried.  

MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to approve the minutes of the December 3, 2014 Board of Supervisors Workshop Meeting.  Seconded by Bruce Steigerwalt.  Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Shawn Haggerty, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Kerry Verrastro, abstain 4-0 vote.  Motion carried.  

APPROVAL OF TREASURERS REPORT: December 2014

MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to approve the Treasurers Report for December 2014.  Seconded Kerry Verrastro.   Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Kerry Verrastro, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes and Shawn Haggerty, yes 5-0 vote.  Motion carried. 

APPROVAL OF TRANFERS:

MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to approve the following transfer:
$537.97 Residential Street Light Money Market to General Checking

Seconded by Shawn Haggerty.  Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Kerry Verrastro, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes and Shawn Haggerty, yes 5-0 vote.  Motion carried. 

PAYMENT OF BILLS AND PAYROLLS: 
MOTION
John Wieczorek made a motion to approve payment of the following bills and payrolls:
Bill List #396 in the amount of $58,495.27 (effective December 31, 2014)
General Check’s #19969-#19976
Payroll Check’s #12570-#12634
Building and Land Check’s #1173
Road Machinery Check’s #303
Seconded by Franklin Ruch.  Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Kerry Verrastro, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes and Shawn Haggerty, yes 5-0 vote.  Motion carried. 

MOTION 

John Wieczorek made a motion to approve payment of the following bills and payrolls:

Bill List #397 in the amount of $73,833.79

General Check’s #19977-#20022

Payroll Check’s #12635-#12652

State Check’s #1421-#1424

Road Machinery Check’s #304
Seconded by Franklin Ruch.  Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Kerry Verrastro, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes and Shawn Haggerty, yes 5-0 vote.  Motion carried. 

APPROVAL OF REPORTS:

MOTION
John Wieczorek made a motion to approve the following reports:
Mahoning Township Equipment and Fuel Log for December 2014

Mahoning Township Road Department Activity Report for December 5, 2014-January 2, 2015
Mahoning Township Zoning Officer Report for December 2014
Seconded by Franklin Ruch.   Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Kerry Verrastro, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes and Shawn Haggerty, yes 5-0 vote.  Motion carried. 
NEW BUSINESS:

Cable Franchise Agreement
Do we wish to set up a Supervisor Meeting with Mr. Miller of Blue Ridge Communications to discuss agreement?  We are currently receiving 5%. .  Reach out to Audie to see if he has anything he would request for police department.  Bring back to next agenda. 
Appoint Township Clerk Barbara Kester

MOTION
John Wieczorek made a motion to appoint Barbara Kester as township clerk.  Seconded by Shawn Haggerty.  John Wieczorek, yes; Shawn Haggerty, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes, Franklin Ruch, yes and Kerry Verrastro, yes 5-0 vote.  Motion carried
Approval of the 2014 Tax Collectors Exoneration and Delinquent List

John Wieczorek made a motion to approve the 2014 tax collectors exoneration and delinquent list.  Seconded by Kerry Verrastro.  John Wieczorek, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Shawn Haggerty, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, yes and Kerry Verrastro, yes.  5-0 vote.  Motion carried. 
OLD BUSINESS:
 
Municipal Authority Members
(Pauline Homm appointed for a term which will expire on January 2020)
(David Heintzelman appointed for a term which will expire on January 2017)
(Charles Eidem appointed for a term which will expire on January 2019)

Issue a letter to Holly Heintzelman, Solicitor of the Municipal Authority requesting a copy of their monthly minutes, providing the appointments below. 
MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to appoint Pauline Homm to the Mahoning Township Municipal Authority with a term to expire January 2020. Seconded by Shawn Haggerty.  John Wieczorek, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, no; Shawn Haggerty, yes and Kerry Verrastro, yes.  4-1 vote.  Motion carried.  
MOTION 

John Wieczorek made a motion to appoint David Heintzelman to the Mahoning Township Municipal Authority with a term to expire on January 2017. Seconded by Shawn Haggerty.  John Wieczorek, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, no; Shawn Haggerty, yes and Kerry Verrastro, yes.  4-1 vote.  Motion carried. 
MOTION 
John Wieczorek made a motion to appoint Charles Eidem to the Mahoning Township Municipal Authority with a term to expire on January 2019. Seconded by Shawn Haggerty. John Wieczorek, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Bruce Steigerwalt, no; Shawn Haggerty, yes and Kerry Verrastro, yes.  4-1 vote.  Motion carried.  
CORESPONDENCE:

John Wieczorek made a motion to accept and place on file the correspondence dated January 7, 2015.  Seconded by Kerry Verrastro.  Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Kerry Verrastro, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes and Shawn Haggerty, yes 5-0 vote.  Motion carried. 
****NANOVIC LAW OFFICES, THOMAS NANOVIC

RE: BLUE RIDGE COMMUNICATIONS CABLE FRANCHISE

****PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

RE: MOVING FORWARD QUARTERLY REVIEW

***HOLLY HEINTZELMAN, ATTORNEY

RE: TERMS OF MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY MEMBERS

***PSATS NEWS BULLETIN NOVEMBER 2014
****PSATS NEWS BULLETIN DECEMBER 2014

***PSATS TOWNSHP LEGAL DEFENSE PARTNERSHIP FALL 2014

**** CARL WOLFE, PO BOX 339 LEHIGHTON, PA

RE: CONSIDERATION FOR THE POSITION OF SEWAGE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER. 

***DR. SUE ANN LEWINE, 109 WASHINGTON ROAD LEHIGHTON, PA  18235

RE: GAS PIPELINE THROUGH CARBON COUNTY

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:15PM.  Seconded by Shawn Haggerty.   Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Shawn Haggerty, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Kerry Verrastro, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried.
Respectfully Submitted,

Natalie D. Haggerty 

Secretary-Treasurer















