
MAHONING TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING

MINUTES


February 4, 2015

CALL TO ORDER:
John Wieczorek called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm at the Mahoning Township Building, 2685 Mahoning Drive East, Lehighton, PA 18235

PRESENT:

John Wieczorek; Chairman; Franklin Ruch, Vice Chairman; Bruce Steigerwalt, Supervisor; Kerry Verrastro, Supervisor;  Shawn Haggerty, Supervisor; Thomas Nanovic, Solicitor and Natalie D. Haggerty, Secretary-Treasurer
PUBLIC COMMENT:
Sue Ann Lewine
Follow up and share information learned with regards to Penneast Pipeline Project.  How can they seize land? She has learned that under the Natural Gas Act this allows public utilities to install public gas lines.  20 of the 26 townships which is in the proposed path is going thru with passing resolutions. I have prepared a resolution for consideration.  FERC (Federal Energy Regulatory commission will be conducting its first public hearing on February 11, 2015, at Penns Peak starting at 6:00PM.   They will listen to the public serious concerns regarding environmental, economic and agricultural concerns.   John Wieczorek shared that we will move forward to see if we can pass a resolution. Bruce Steigerwalt shared how can a county or municipality by adopting a resolution make any impact? Need to start writing letters to federal legislators to change laws to not use eminent domain to get what they want.  
Jeremy Albert: Nothing

James and Susan Whitehead

Commented on the subject of the Penneast Pipeline Project and the one thing that jumps out is that they take land and then they are exempt from paying taxes.  The township will lose property tax.  It doesn’t benefit the township.   

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

MOTION
John Wieczorek made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 5, 2015 Board of Supervisors Meeting. Seconded by Kerry Verrastro.   Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Shawn Haggerty, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Kerry Verrastro, yes 5-0 vote.  Motion carried. 

MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 7, 2015 Board of Supervisors Meeting.  Seconded by Shawn Haggerty.  Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Shawn Haggerty, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Kerry Verrastro, yes 5-0 vote.  Motion carried.  
MOTION
John Wieczorek made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 7, 2015 Board of Supervisors Workshop Meeting.  Seconded by Shawn Haggerty.  Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; Shawn Haggerty, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Kerry Verrastro, yes 5-0 vote.  Motion carried.  
APPROVAL OF TREASURERS REPORT: January 2015
MOTION
John Wieczorek made a motion to approve the Treasurers Report for January 2015.  Seconded Kerry Verrastro.   Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Kerry Verrastro, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes and Shawn Haggerty, yes 5-0 vote.  Motion carried. 

APPROVAL OF TRANFERS:

MOTION
John Wieczorek made a motion to approve the following transfer:
$537.97 Residential Street Light Money Market to General Checking

Seconded by Shawn Haggerty.  Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Kerry Verrastro, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes and Shawn Haggerty, yes 5-0 vote.  Motion carried. 

PAYMENT OF BILLS AND PAYROLLS: 
MOTION
John Wieczorek made a motion to approve payment of the following bills and payrolls:
Bill List #398 in the amount of $168,278.34
General Check’s #20023-#20070
Payroll Check’s #12653-#12742
State Check’s #1425-#1428
Building and Land Check’s #1174-#1175
Road Machinery Check’s #305-#306
Seconded by Franklin Ruch.  Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Kerry Verrastro, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes and Shawn Haggerty, yes 5-0 vote.  Motion carried. 

APPROVAL OF REPORTS:
MOTION
John Wieczorek made a motion to approve the following reports:
Mahoning Township Equipment and Fuel Log for January 2015
Mahoning Township Road Department Activity Report for January 5, 2015-January 30, 2015
Mahoning Valley Ambulance Association 2014 Financial Report

Lehighton Area Memorial Library Executive Board Minutes December 17, 2014

Mahoning Township Board of Auditors Meeting Minutes January 7, 2015

Mahoning Township Planning Commission Meeting Minutes for December 16, 2014

Mahoning Township Zoning Hearing Board Meeting Minutes for February 3, 2015

Mahoning Township Zoning Officer Report for January 2015
Mahoning Township Building Code Official Report for January 2015

Seconded by Franklin Ruch.   Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Kerry Verrastro, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes and Shawn Haggerty, yes 5-0 vote.  Motion carried. 
NEW BUSINESS:

Cable Franchise Agreement
Tom Nanovic talked to Bob Miller, Blue Ridge Communications.  Advised we would be discussing this topic at tonight’s meeting and we would be getting back to him. Suggests putting together a proposal and submitting.  Shawn will get a proposal to Tom next week. Suggestions are including Ambulance and Fire Department and relief from the monthly bill, wifi.  Ask Chief Mertz to submit his requests to Shawn.  
Deputy Tax Collector for Mahoning Township

MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to appoint Kim Ginopolas as Mahoning Township Deputy Tax Collector and to include that she will have office hours within the township.  Seconded by Kerry Verrasto.  Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Kerry Verrastro, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes and Shawn Haggerty, yes 5-0 vote.  Motion carried. 
Yenser Subdivision 
MOTION

Bruce Steigerwalt made a motion to grant Yenser Subdivision a 90 day time extension.   Seconded by Franklin Ruch.   Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Kerry Verrastro, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes and Shawn Haggerty, yes 5-0 vote.  Motion carried. 
CORESPONDENCE:

John Wieczorek made a motion to accept and place on file the correspondence dated February 4, 2015.  Seconded by Frank Ruch.  Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Kerry Verrastro, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes and Shawn Haggerty, yes 5-0 vote.  Motion carried. 
**** NANOVIC LAW OFFICES, THOMAS NANOVIC

RE:  WAL-MART DEED CORRECTIVE SPECIAL WARRANTY DEED RECORDING 

**** PENNEAST NATURAL GAS PIPELINE

RE:  INFORMATIONAL MEETING INVITATION AT THE FLOW JANUARY 27, 2015 TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE PIPELINE PROJECT

**** BOROUGH OF LEHIGHTON NICOLE BECKETT, BOROUGH MANAGER

RE:  REQUEST FOR INCREASE IN FIRE PROTECTION AGREEMENT CONTRACT.

Comment: Mark Ebbert will be able to reduce number of calls that they will be able to respond to.  John Wieczorek questioned when would you like to sit down or could you draft a letter and send to township to review. Bruce questioned are the 70 calls on 209 between Lehighton and Jim Thorpe or Jamestown or 443 Mall areas.  Are they calls that demand rapid response and will you be able to respond in the same timely manner are we chopping our arms off to save money.  This contribution set up because of geographical contribution back in the 80’s.  We would remove the borough from nuisance and non emergency life or structure calls. 
**** RKR HESS, A DIVISION OF UTRS, INC.  KRIS J. REISS

RE:  NOTICE THAT LEHIGHTON KIA IS APPLYING FOR A GENERAL NPDES PERMIT FOR STORMWATER DISCHARGES ASSOCIATED WITH CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES.

**** TEAMSTERS LOCAL UNION 773, ROBBIE BEST, BUSINESS AGENT

RE:  MAHONING TOWNSHIP EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK AND POLICY MANUAL

**** PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES

LAUREN S. IMGRUND, DIRECTOR

RE:  DCNR RECREATION AND CONSERVATION GRANT PROGRAM ACCEPTANCE DATES, BUREAU OF RECREATION AND CONSERVATION NEWSLETTER, INVITATION TO THE 68TH ANNUAL PA RECREATION AND PARK SOCIETY STATE CONFERENCE

**** MAHONING TOWNSHIP TAX COLLECTOR, PAULINE HOMM

RE:  APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTY NOTIFICATION

****PSATS TOWNSHIP LEGAL DEFENSE PARTNERHSIP: WINTER 2015 NEWSLETTER

****NANOVIC LAW OFFICES, THOMAS NANOVIC

RE:  REVISED CURB AND SIDEWALK ORDINANCE

****NANOVIC LAW OFFICES, THOMAS NANOVIC

RE:  BLACK-LINED REVISED COPY OF THE PROPOSED AGREEMENT OF SUMMIT RIDGE/SAGE MEADOWS

Comment: Discussion took place with regards to proposed agreement.  Share with Tom for review. 
***PSATS NEWS BULLETIN JANUARY 2015

****DR SUE ANN LEWINE

RE: GAS PIPELINE THROUGH CARBON COUNTY, COUNTY RESOLUTION AND DRAFT RESOLUTION FOR TOWNSHIP

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:05PM.  Seconded by Shawn Haggerty.   Bruce Steigerwalt, yes; Shawn Haggerty, yes; John Wieczorek, yes; Kerry Verrastro, yes and Franklin Ruch, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried.
Respectfully Submitted,

Natalie D. Haggerty 

Secretary-Treasurer















