
MAHONING TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISOR’S MEETING

Monday, February 14, 2010


CALL TO ORDER:

John Wieczorek called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. at the Mahoning Township Building, 2685 Mahoning Drive East, Lehighton, PA 18235

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

John Wieczorek led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
ROLL CALL:

PRESENT:

John Wieczorek, Chairman; Franklin Ruch, Vice-Chairman; Travis Steigerwalt, Supervisor; George Stawnyczyj, Supervisor; Linda Benner, Supervisor; Thomas Nanovic, Solicitor and Natalie D. Haggerty, Secretary-Treasurer
QUESTIONS ON OR ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA:

None
PUBLIC HEARING:

Zoning Ordinance Amendments Permitting Wind Turbines in all Zoning Districts as a Conditional Use and Amendment Permitting the Right of the Expansion of Non Conforming Structures in Certain Circumstances
Public hearing was held regarding zoning amendments permitting wind turbines as a conditional use in all zoning districts and the amendment permitting the right of the expansion of non conforming structures in certain circumstances.  Nick Marchetti, 2670 Mahoning Drive West i questioned if there is restriction on height.  

MOTION

Franklin Ruch made a motion to proceed forward with adopting zoning ordinance amendments permitting wind turbines and the right of expansion of non conforming structures in certain circumstances.  Seconded by John Wieczorek. John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes and Linda Benner, yes.  5-0 vote. Motion carried.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Jim Shoeber, real estate broker for Nick and Kristi Marchetti.  They have an agreement of sale for a 12.8 acre parcel of land off of Mill Road. The parcel is zoned industrial and they would like to board horses.  Horses are not a permitted use in an industrial zone.  Jim Shoeber requesting direction from the board on the best route to take to be permitted a horse.  He was advised by Solicitor Nanovic to apply for a variance and to go before the Zoning Hearing Board.  Advise the Zoning Hearing Board of the information provided by future regional comprehensive plan showing that area zoning may be zoned agricultural in the future.
Bill Keiser, 169 Keiser Lane and Stephanie Green, 199 Keiser Lane residents of the township present to request improvements to Keiser Lane.  Currently the road is all mud and an absolute mess to vehicles and to maneuver around.  Requesting something is done by our road department.  Frank Ruch will make contact with the road department to see what can be done to improve the situation. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

MOTION

Travis Steigerwalt made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 24, 2011 Board of Supervisors Meeting.  Seconded by Linda Benner.  John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes and Linda Benner, yes.  5-0 vote. Motion carried.
APPROVAL OF TREASURER’S REPORT:  January 2011
MOTION

Travis Steigerwalt made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report for January 2011. Seconded by Franklin Ruch. John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes; and Linda Benner, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried
APPROVAL OF TRANSFERS:

MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to approve the following transfers:

$595.20 from Residential Fire Hydrant Money Market to General Checking

$537.97 Residential Street Light Money Market to General Checking

Seconded by George Stawnyczyj.  John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes George Stawnyczyj, yes and Linda Benner, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried.
PAYMENT OF BILLS AND PAYROLLS:

MOTION

Linda Benner made a motion to approve payment of the following bills and payroll: 

Bill List #347 in the amount of $107,622.22
General Checks #17893-#17945
Payroll Check #8705-#8787
State Checks #1278-#1279
Road Machinery Checks #245-#246
Fire Co. Checks #29

Traffic Signal Escrow #125

Seconded by Travis Steigerwalt. John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes and Linda Benner, yes 5-0 vote. Motion carried 
APPROVAL OF REPORTS:

MOTION

Franklin Ruch made a motion to approve the following reports:

Mahoning Township Equipment and Fuel Log for January 2011
Mahoning Township Zoning Officers’ Report for January 2011

Mahoning Township Road Crew Daily Work Log for January 10, 2011- February 11, 2011
Mahoning Valley Ambulance Association 2010 Financial Report

Mahoning Township Police Report for January 2011

Mahoning Township SEO Report for 12/1/10-2/8/11
Carbon County Tax Collection Committee Minutes for September 15, 2010
Mahoning Township Engineers Report for January 2011
T&M Associates Preconstruction Meeting Minutes for Lowe’s January 19, 2011 and Mahoning Township Engineering Meeting Minutes of January 11, 2011
Central Carbon County Comprehensive Planning Committee Meeting Minutes for January 20, 2011

Seconded by John Wieczorek. John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes and Linda Benner, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried.  
POLICE BUSINESS
Joel Gulla Requesting Compensation for Attending Court 

MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to approve the compensation of $62.00 to Joel Gulla for attending court. $15.50 part time police rate at 4 hours. Seconded by Travis Steigerwalt.  John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes and Linda Benner. 5-0 vote. Motion carried.  

Recommendation to Hire Part Time Police Officers (interviews were conducted on February 7, 2011 the applicants are Michael Morresi, Gabriel Szozda and Joseph David)
Linda Benner made a motion to hire Michael Morresi, Gabriel Szozda and Joseph David as part time police officers of Mahoning Township at a rate of $15.50/hour with six month probation. Seconded by Franklin Ruch.  John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes and Linda Benner, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried.  

New Police Vehicle

Discussion took place regarding the purchase of a new vehicle.  No support for the Ford Escape.  The question is car or SUV and is specs out on new vehicles?  Continue to note on the agenda and we will wait on specs. 
Audie Mertz Request for Heart & Lung Benefits

MOTION

Franklin Ruch made a motion to approve Audie Mertz’s request for Heart and Lung benefits.  Seconded by Travis Steigerwalt.   John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; George Stawnyczyj, no and Linda Benner, yes. 4-1 vote. Motion carried.  

Light Duty Policy 
MOTION

Travis Steigerwalt made a motion to allow Officer Audie Mertz work on status of  light duty  for two weeks until next scheduled doctor appointment were he will receive clearance to return to full duty.  Seconded by John Wieczorek.  John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; Franklin Ruch, no; George Stawnyczyj, no and Linda Benner, yes. 3-2 vote. Motion carried.  

Tyler Meek Removal from Probation

MOTION

Franklin Ruch made a motion to approve the recommendation of Chief Ken Barnes and release Officer Tyler Meek from probation effective February 1, 2011.  Seconded by Travis Steigerwalt.  John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; George Stawnyczyj, abstain and Linda Benner, yes. 4-0 vote. Motion carried.  

OLD BUSINESS:

Prohibiting of “No Tobacco” Resolution 2011-9 for Park 
MOTION

Franklin Ruch made a motion to adopt Resolution 2011-9 “No Tobacco” in our parks.  Seconded by George Stawnyczyj.  John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes and Linda Benner, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried.  

Policy Statement for Engineer Block on Plans 

MOTION

Travis Steigerwalt made a motion to adopt Resolution 2011-8, requiring the engineer review and sign certain land development and subdivision plans prior to recording.  Seconded by John Wieczorek. John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes and Linda Benner, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried.  

General Code Codifying SALDO and Township Code
Questions regarding the cost having General Code host our code online or would we be able to have a PDF file on our website.

NEW BUSINESS:

Kidder Township request to join the Joint Board of Appeals-Uniform Construction Code
MOTION

Franklin Ruch made a motion to approve Kidder Townships request to join the Joint Board of Appeals-Uniform Construction Code.  Seconded by Travis Steigerwalt.  John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes  and Linda Benner, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried.  

Teamster Contract between Mahoning Township and Teamster 773

MOTION

Linda Benner made a motion to approve the contract between Mahoning Township and teamster 773 duration of 1/1/2011-12/31/2014.  Seconded by Franklin Ruch.  Failed for a lack of vote

Questioned $240.00 a year or $20.00/month for road crew leader cell phone.

MOTION 
John Wieczorek made a motion table Teamster Contract.  Seconded by Linda Benner.  John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes and Linda Benner, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried.  

Springdale Estates- Act 46 Approval of Preliminary Plan Continues to July 2, 2013

MOTION 

George Stawnyczyj made a motion to authorize Attorney Nanovic to respond to Springdale Estates regarding Act 46 approval of preliminary plan continuance to July 2, 2013.   Seconded by George Stawnyczyj.   John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes and Linda Benner, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried.  

Letter of Resignation from Elinore Michalik Zoning Hearing Board Secretary

MOTION

John Wieczorek made a motion to accept Elinore Michalik letter of resignation.  Seconded by Linda Benner.  George Stawnyczyj amended the motion to add with regret.    John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes  and Linda Benner, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried.  

Purchase of Jersey Barriers from Troxell (price quote of $2800.00) 
MOTION

Franklin Ruch made a motion to approve the purchase of Jersey Barriers from Troxell at a cost of $2800.00 and to purchase at the end of March.  Seconded by Linda Benner.   John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes and Linda Benner, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried.  

CORRESPONDENCE:

Linda Benner made a motion to approve and place on file correspondence dated February 14, 2011.  Seconded by John Wieczorek. John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes and Linda Benner, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried. 
***CARBON COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT, CHRIS STORM

RE: NPDES APPROVAL LETTER PACKERTON BUSINESS PARK

***CARBON COUNTY OFFICE OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT, JUDY BORGER 

RE: THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO ATTENDED MEETING REGARDING RADIO SYSTEMS TO BE IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE NEW FCC REGULATIONS FOR RADIO FREQUENCIES, ATTACHING POWER POINT PRESENTATION 

***NANOVIC LAW OFFICES, THOMAS NANOVIC

RE: QUESTIONS TO ATTORNEY GAVIN REPRESENTING LOWE’S REGARDING THE TRAFFIC SIGNAL AND REIMBURSEMENT OF THE TOWNSHIP ENGINEERS COST FOR INSPECTIONS, MADE CONTACT WITH ATTORNEY DELANEY REGARDING OBTAINING COPY OF SIGNED AGREEMENT FOR MAINTENANCE OF THE FORMER WALMART TRAFFIC SIGNAL

***T&M ASSOCIATES, TIM EDINGER

RE: MILDRED A FELTEN FINAL MINOR SUBDIVISION PLAN REVIEW COMMENTS

***T&M ASSOCIATES, TIM EDINGER

RE: COPY OF A LETTER SENT TO A. SCOTT ENTERPRISES REGARDING CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS SHOP DRAWING REVIEW #1

***T&M ASSOCIATES, TIM EDINGER

RE: TRAFFIC IMPACT ORDINANCE (I PLACED ON OUR FEB 28 AGENDA WITH OTHER ORDINANCES FOR DISCUSSION)

***PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

RE: COPY OF A LETTER SENT TO MICHAEL BUTTERFIELD 308 BIRCHWOOD DRIVE LEHIGHTON AND FEGLEY OIL FOR CLOSURE/REMEDIATION SOIL CONTAMINATION 

***PENNDOT, MELISSA MAUPIN DISTRICT PERMIT MANAGER

RE: COPY OF A LETTER SENT TO SKIP SCHNEIDER REGARDING THE MISPLACEMENT OF VERIZON UTILITY POLES AND FAILURE OF THE RIDE ABILITY OF THE WEARING COURSE REGARDING THE WALMART SUPERCENTER PROJECT. 

***NANOVIC LAW OFFICES, THOMAS NANOVIC

RE: RESOLUTION PROHIBITING TOBACCO IN THE PARK

***NANOVIC LAW OFFICES, THOMAS NANOVIC

RE: MANDATING A FINAL REVIEW OF SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT PLANS BY THE TOWNSHIP ENGINEER

***NANOVIC LAW OFFICES, THOMAS NANOVIC 

RE: COPY OF PROPOSED DECISION AND ORDER REGARDING UNFAIR LABOR PRACTICE REGARDING PENSION CONTRIBUTION

***T&M ASSOCIATES, TIM EDINGER

RE: COPY OF A LETTER SENT TO A. SCOTT ENTERPRISES REGARDING LOWE’S REVIEW 2

***PENNDOT, MELISSA MAUPIN

RE: COPY OF A REVIEW LETTER SENT TO WILLIAM O’GUREK, REGARDING THE PACKERTON BUSINESS PARK, ADVISING OF A REVIEW AND LISTING COMMENTS OF THE TRANSPORTATION IMPACT STUDY SUBMITTED ON JANUARY 3, 2011 

***RON REESER

RE: DAMAGE OF A CHIP TO THE BACKHOE WINDSHIELD AND CRACKED LEFT SIDE MIRROR ON THE FORD F550 OCCURRED WHILE REMOVING ICE

***PSATS TOWNSHIP LEGAL DEFENSE PARTNERSHIP WINTER 2011

***MARK NALESNIK, COUNTY EMA

RE: EMERGENCY SERVICES TRAINING 

***KEN BARNES

RE: POLICE OFFICER LIGHT DUTY POLICY AND UPDATE REGARDING AUDIE MERTZ

OFFICIALS:

Travis Steigerwalt
· Noted the letter from the County advising of CDBG monies for Beaver Street and questioned the status of possible grants or progression of township building

George Stawnyczyj

· Attended a meeting held at the county regarding the new FCC regulations for radio frequencies and those who need to replace their radio equipment there may be possible funding. 
Franklin Ruch

· Will go to Keisers Lane to investigate problem discussed earlier tonight

John Wieczorek

· Recognized a thank you note sent to the road department

ADJOURNMENT:
MOTION

Linda Benner made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:19 PM.  Seconded by John Wieczorek. John Wieczorek, yes; Travis Steigerwalt, yes; Franklin Ruch, yes; George Stawnyczyj, yes and Linda Benner, yes. 5-0 vote. Motion carried.
Respectfully Submitted,

Natalie D. Haggerty










Secretary-Treasurer
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